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xﬁg"t‘; E‘::ittigr“s #1. PRIME MINISTERHARPEROS GREETINGS ON GURU NANA
About Us DEV JIOS BIRTHDAY

Contact Us

Advertise With Us The following is astatement from Prime Minister Stephen Harper on =

celebration of théirthday of Guru Nanak Dedi:

' ’ Today, millions of Sikhsround the world celebrate the anniversary of

the birth of the founder dbikhism, Sri Guru Nanak Deli. | am "
delighted toextend my warmest greetings to the Sikh community in £
Canadaon this special occasion.
For generations, SikBanadians have honoured the traditions and
teachings of their faith. GumManakOs enduring message of peace a
respect for all religions holdsspecial significance i€anad®s
harmoniously pluralistic society.
Our nationOs culturigbric is a magnificent and resilient weave of
diverse cultures and faithghich we proudly preserve and showcase. =
The fabric of Canadian life isnmeasurably enriched by the
» Register for contributions of hundreds of thousandsy@mbers of our Sikh o n 1
FREE community. i 2 —
As you gather with familyand friends in this time of reverence, | hope =
that you and your loved onesll be blessed with health, happiness an
prosperity in the year to come. Ve s o s G

YOU GATW OLD BECAALE YOU 3

On behalf of my colleagudn the Government of Canada, please accex [J72¥oS 3= =

my best wishes for an enjoyaldad blesse@Gurpurab Sat Sri Akal. g g g : —
~ y B EE
P > ,/// #2. IGNATIEFFOS BESWISHES ON GURU NANAK DEV JIOS
.com BIRTHDAY —

The following is federaLiberal Leader MichaelgnatieffOstatemenbn

\’ E the celebration of the birthday of Guru Nanak Dev

{ / [ /‘\ On behalf of the LiberdParty of Canada, | want to extend my best
FungBeterfie sy vishes to everyone celebrating thiethday of Guru Nanak Dedi.

‘ ﬁ Guru Nanak DeVi is revered as the founding Guru of the Sikh faith _
‘\ YOGA andpresent day Sikhism is still based on his teachings and those of = % & 7=

nine Gurus that followed him.

His teachings, lik&/aanChakkq are grounded ithe principles of ﬁrm
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sharing and helping those in need and reflecgtrerosity of spirit that"-—::_ ...
all Canadians aspire to. 7

The Sikh principle that Godnd Devotion transcends any religious

divide is an idea reflected in tl@anadian belief in a pluralist society,

where people of many religioleeliefs can live and work together side

by side. P

As those of you of the Siktaith gather with family and friends to sing, -4 Z'ff&ii 'é(’)’l”,‘l‘ g
pray and eat together, in yoGurdwarasand in your homes - please

accept my beswishes for a happy and memorable celebration.

#3. PANDEMIC H1N1 INFLUENZA VACCINE UPDATE

Despite unexpected delays in the manufacture of pandemic HIN1 |
influenza vaccine itanadaall British Columbians who need or want |55 ais s
the vaccine will be able to receiitebefore the end of the year as has 178-393°0305
been said previously, Minister éfealthy Living and Sport Ida

Chong and Provincial Health Officer DRPerry Kendall reiterated on
Friday.

The federal government has advised all provinces, including B.C. that
they won't be receiving as many doses of pandemic vaccine in the next
few weeks as anticipated. Nevertheless, the provincial rollout will
continue witha significant number of doses over the next week, and
B.C. has ordered mothan four million doses of the vaccine, more than
enough to cover thprovince.

OBased on the information the federal government has conesyped,
British Columbian who needs and wants the vaccine will be able to
receive it before the end of this year,0 said Chong. @¥dtiece has a
plan in place to first deliver the vaccine to those mosshtfrom

serious consequences of HIN1 infection, and we will contmue
implement that plan.O

B.C. began the largest immunization campaign in its hisgarljer this
week with the vaccine made available to the first grougsgf-risk
residents B people under 65 years of age with chronic lvealditions,
pregnant women and individuals, including First Nations living on
reserves, who reside in remote or isolated areas.

Beginning next week, eligibility to receive the vaccine willex¢ended

to include front-line health care workers, children betweemsinths

and five years of age, and household contacts of babies less than six
months old and oimmunocompromiseg@eople. Noeveryone in these
groups will be immunized in the second week ofthegram. Each
region will need to gauge supply and demand, and thagebe some
differences in timing because of these variables.

As a result of smaller than expected shipments of/deeine, further
distribution will include a phaseabproach. Vaccination of health care
workers will be prioritized tdirst cover those deemed to require it most
in order for critical healtltare services in B.C. to be maintained. Not all
health care workers will bable to receive the vaccine immediately but,
as supplies increase, akalth care workers who want the vaccine will
get it.

In addition, health authorities that had been running seasthenza
clinics for seniors may temporarily be suspending those clinics,
depending on local logistics, in order to focus on delivering-thid 1
vaccine to those most at risk. SeniorsO influenza clinicsesilme later

in November, the time of year that they are normally held. This
change isnOt expected to have any impact on the sg¢asuinal
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influenza among seniors this winter.

To date, B.C. has received nearly a half-million doses oadiesanted
H1N1 vaccine and is expecting a shipmen&wdther 350,000 doses for
distribution next week. In addition, the provirnisescheduled to receive
58,000 doses addjuvantecand 25,000 ofinadjuvantedraccine from
Canad®spandemic H1N1 vaccine manufacturer GlaxoSmithKline B the
latter specifically for pregnant women b late next week.

Health authorities in B.C. are receiving vaccine shipments basdukeir
respective populations. Each health authority has implemented a
vaccination plan which best suits its geographical area and population
densities.

OWe acknowledge that there may be concern among the pubtitethat

H1N1 vaccine is not getting to B.C. and other provinces as quickly as it

should,O said Dr. Kendall, Obut | am confident that the federal

government and GlaxoSmithKline are doing their best to ensure that the

vaccine is manufactured and distributed as quickly as possible. There
havebeen similar challenges in thiited Statesnd other countriegs
well. In the meantime, our provincial health authorities taillor their
delivery plans to ensure that the vaccine we do haused in the best
possible way.O

OMembers of the general population who don®t fall intiigherisk
categories identified in the phased implementation approach wélblee
to receive the H1IN1 vaccine as soon as supply is sufficient but not at
this time,O said Dr. Monikdaus medical director of immunization
programs at the B.C. Centre for Dise&ntrol, an agency of the
Provincial Health Servicesuthority. OWe ask that healthy individuals
allow those who neethe vaccine most at this time to get it first. In the
meantime, we remindverybody that basic infection control measures
remain a powerful weapaggainst influenza infection and spread. Wash
your hands properly and oftecgugh or sneeze into your sleeve or a
disposable tissue, and remain at hameu are sick.O

#4. IGNATIEFF ENCOURAGESCANADIANS TO GET THE H1IN1
FLU SHOT

Federal Liberal Leadevlichael Ignatieff this week urged Canadians to
takethe HIN1 flu vaccine when it becomes available, as Liberal MPs
called on thdederal government to take decisive action to treat and
contain the H1N1 flpandemic.

Ol want to encouragdl Canadians to get the HIN1 flu shot at the
earliest opportunity,€aid Ignatieff. OGetting the H1IN1 shisnOt just
about protecting yourself B itOs also abmking sure you donOt spread
the virus to your family, school armbmmunity.O

Canadians have expresgbeéir confusion about the H1N1 flu vaccine,
while south of the bordePresident Barack Obama has declared a
national health emergency, gividgnerican health authorities additional
powers to treat and contain the H1fili pandemic. There have been
1,000 H1N1-related deaths in thi, including 100 children.

"[Health] Minister[Leona] Aglukkaq has a responsibility to ease
concerns and express clear guidelines for Canadians confused about
H1N1," said Liberal Public Health Critic DKirsty Duncan. "The
Conservative government is simply not doing enougihfarm people.”
With polls showing thahalf of Canadians don't plan to get the HIN1 flu
vaccine, too many Canadiansongly fear the vaccine is dangerous or
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ineffective. Liberals have argued that confusiand misinformation has
spread in the absence of an effective HIN1 advertsangpaign, taking
a back seat to at least $60 million in partisan ads md&lsg claims
about the government's economic plan.

"The country is now irthe grips of the second wave of this pandemic,
and we need to have a clesdrategy going forward," said Liberal Health
critic Dr. Carolyn Bennett:Health professionals | have spoken with are
frustrated by the confusiceind lack of clear messages. We need the
federal government to talgre-emptive action and play a stronger co-
ordinating role. Canadians deseevéederal government that is prepared
to lead at times like this.O

#5. BCOS NURSES WANAEDS TO FULLY FUND VACCINATION
PROGRAM

The current vaccinatioprogram rolling out across BC is only being
partially funded by the federgbvernment. Here in BC that could mean
even more health services cutscommunities that are already reeling
from cuts resulting from the provincigbvernment ban on deficits in
health authorities, says the BC Nurdésion.

OEven though therovincial government has recognized that in difficult
times deficits armecessary for the provincial government and have
banned deficits for heal@wthorities, they have done nothing to push
the federal government to pay apd assist those health authorities cope
with the additional costs relatedttee largest vaccination program in BC
history,O said Debra McPherspngsident of the union, on Wednesday.
Olt's bad enough theie province has come down with the 'No deficits"
decree for healthuthorities which is resulting in service cuts all over
the province, but théederal government's contribution is only paying
for part of the vaccineosts and not covering related staffing costs.O
BCNU has been told that tliederal government is only paying for 60
per cent of the cost of the vaccifoe HIN1 and the provinces are
picking up the rest. For example, BCsigending over $13 million on
the vaccine plus absorbing all the staffoagts. The vaccine costs
around $8 per dose.

BC's nurses want the program to receivere federal funding to cover
the associated staffing costs that are requedake sure that the
vaccines are administered in a safe and efficient wilput more
losses of other health services.

OThat's why I've seatletter today to the Federal Health Minister Leona
Aglukkaq calling on the feds to transfer funding to BC's health
authorities to makeure Canadians are fully protected. This is a national
pandemic and thiederal government needs to step up and protect the
public without damagin@C's public health care services by not
contributing the necessargsources,O said McPherson.

#6.VANCOUVER MAYOR CARRIES OLYMPIC FLAME ONTO
CANADIAN SOIL

Vancouver MayoGregorRobertson on Friday took the first step on
Canadian soil with the Vancouver 2010 Olympic flame in his hand.
Following the touchdown ahe Canadian Forces plane carrying the
Olympic delegation and the flamRpbertson told th¥/ictoria
welcoming crowd the flame will light the path to a wonderful
celebration inFebruary.
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OThe Olympic torctelay will ignite excitement in every corner of our
country,O Robertsa@aid. OFrom the First Nations community of Old
Crow in the northertyukon to Corner Brookin Newfoundlandand
Labradoy Canadians will light the path to BC Place where, on February
12, 2010, thecauldron for the XXI Olympic Winter Games and the X
ParalympicWinter Games will burn bright.O

The Olympic flame waggnited in Olympia, Greeceon October 22 and
then embarked on a week-long, 2,180-kilometre relay thr@rglece

The flame was handed to the Canadian Olympic delegation on October
29 in Athens Greecefor its journey to BC.

OAs mayor of thelost City, | am delighted that the hands of Canadians
will carry this flame on amistoric journey that will end iWVancouverO

Robertson said. "The torch is the beacon of the Games. It represents the

Olympic message of peace and friendship and we look forward to
welcoming itto Vancouverin 2010.0

Friday marked the first dagf the 106-day Olympic torch relay, the
largest ever national relaylhe event will involve 12,00€@rchbearers
representing every province and territory of the countitye torch will
arrive inVancouveron Februaryl1, 2010. The Olympic cauldromvill
be lit on February 12.

#7. 900 VEHICLE CRASHNCIDENTS ON MONDAY AFTER
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

As British Columbians sedack their clocks this Saturday for Daylight
Savings Time (DST), ICBC ieeminding drivers, cyclists and
pedestrians to take extra care next weektdube grogginess some
people may experience.

The time change can havesignificant effect on people's sleep patterns,
resulting in a disruption ttheir circadian rhythms or 'biological clock.'
When Daylight Savings enddrivers have to adjust to a shorter day and
commute in darker condition€ombined with worsening weather and
road conditions, it can be a dangercombination. Drivers, cyclists and
pedestrians should remember to use caudiwhleave extra time to get
to their destinations N particularly durindpe Monday commute.

Crash statistics illustrai higher driving risk the first work day after
Daylight Savings end#\ccording to the five year average (2004-2008),
on the Monday following théall time change there were 900 crash
incidents, compared to 700 incidetit®e Monday before the time
change.

According to the five-yeaaverage, the first Monday after the fall time
change saw a 29 per cemtrease in crash incidents, and 52 per cent
increase in casualties, compatedhe Monday before the time change
(2004-2008). The average cost for crastidents following the fall time
change (2004-2008) was $6.5 million.

The following arelCBC'stop five fall smart driving tips:

No. 1 N Be alert.Reduced light conditions can make it more difficult to
see pedestriansyclists and other road users. Drivers, pedestrian and
cyclists need to bespecially vigilant.

No. 2 N Light the way. Use your headlights at all times to ensure you
are visible topedestrians and other vehicles. Make sure your headlights
are clear(splattered mud can cloud them) and that all bulbs (both high
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and low beamare working properly.

No. 3 N Get somerest. Try to get to bed earlier N and to help yourself
to fall asleeffaster, exercise during the day, have a hot bath or shower
before going tded and treat yourself to a book and a warm glass of
milk.

No. 4 N Plan aheadPlan to take more time driving to and from work
next week. Try to get in thieabit of listening to traffic updates or
checking drivebc.ca before headiogt.

No. 5 N Slow down andkeep your distance. The roads will be busy,
and excessive speed is the numireg cause of crashes. Remember it
takes longer to stop on wet roads oroads covered with leaves or
mud.

#8. END OF DAYLIGHT SAVINGSTIME AND ROAD SAFETY

The end of daylight savingsne brings with it changes in our sleep
patterns and in our daily commutd$ie clock says we gain an extra
hour of sleep on Monday morning, but dadies don't feel it. We also
gain an extra hour of darkness at the enthefday and that requires us
to be more alert during our commute home.

"Both of these thingaffect our ability to be safe drivers, pedestrians
and cyclists," sayBCAA Traffic Safety Foundation's executive director,
Allan Lamb. "Thefirst work day of the time change people are generally
groggier and with thelarker afternoons at the end of the day, it can be a
dangerousombination."

Time changes reflect éhange in social clocks not biological ones and
studies are showing that wden't actually adjust to these time changes
so easily. Our circadian rhythnfisody clocks) are not good at adjusting
to the time change naturally.

A groggydriver is a dangerous driver. Fatigue can impair the brain
functions as muchs alcohol, reducing the mind and body's ability to
respond quickly andccurately in emergency situations.

Sleep related collisionsre very common and range from hitting a
pedestrian in an intersection, ear-ending the vehicle in front or you,
to veering off of the road artutting a parked car or a telephone pole.
"Multi-tasking onlyincreases the possibility of driver error and a
possible crash," saysamb, who suggests that now is a good time to
start the practice of not usiygur cell phone or checking your e-mails
until you get to where you agoing, in light of the anticipated
legislation banning the use of hand-heldctronic devices while

driving.

Sleep is what your bodally needs to be able to function properly.
The BCAA Traffic Safety-oundation recommends changing your
sleeping patterns before the time chatages effect to allow your body
to adjust and avoid caffeine or ottsibstances to "wake you up.O
Various studies indicatéhat the lack of daylight during the evening
commute home often results in ecreased number of traffic related
deaths and serious injuries. Accordinghie 2007 BC Traffic Collision
Statistics report most injury collisions hapdetween the 3 and 7 p.m.
Of all contributing factorassigned to collisions during 2007, 79.2 per
cent involved human action opondition. Driver inattentive (34.3per
cent), driver error/confusion (20per cent), and speed (19.9 per cent)
were three of the most common factors.

This fall practice cautionluring your commute home at the end of the
day.
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A few tips to help prevendrashes and injuries.
For drivers:

*Turn on your headlights most daytime-running light systems don't
automatically illuminate théaillights.

*Inspect headlightstaillights and signal lights regularly - clean, replace
and re-align aseeded.

*Change windshield wipeblades before their effectiveness is reduced
it's impossible to avoid crashédsyou can't see the road clearly.
*Defrost windows - checkhat your vehicle's air circulation system is
functioning properly to quicklylefrost or defog windows. Keep a
combination snowbrush / squeegee / scrépady to ensure windows
are free of dew and frost before setting out.

*Slow down - give yourselfnore time to react to a situation by driving
10 km slower. The faster ydravel the longer it will take to stop and
the faster your response must be.

*Slippery road surfacesslippery leaves can be just as treacherous as
patches of ice. Fallen leavestain large amounts of water and can create
a slippery surface. Drive slowlrough them and avoid hard or panic
braking.

*Slow down when it'saining - when roads are slick with water,
vehicles are susceptible lbydroplaning and take longer to stop. Oil
tends to rise to the surface withe first rain after a prolonged dry spell.

For pedestrians:

*Clothing - wear light oreflective clothing to make you more visible in
dark conditions. Carrying flash light will also make you more visible
and help you see your way in tdark.

*Always cross at aesignated intersection, looking both ways and make
sure drivers see ydaefore you cross. Never step out from between
parked cars.

*If there is no sidewalkalways walk facing traffic and as far off the
road as possible.

*Plan the walking portiorof your commute along well-lit streets.

#9. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTSCONTRIBUTE OVER $6.5
BILLION TO ECONOMY

International TradMinister StockwellDay on Wednesday released a
study showing that international students contributed more than $6.5
billion to the Canadian economy in 2008. This is the first time a dollar
figure hasheen attached to the economic impact of international students
in Canada

Olnternationastudents provide a significant boostGanad®s
economy,@aid Day. OTheir presence helps create thousands of jobs and
generatesillions in revenue. Our government will continue its efforts to
promoteCanadaas the destination of choice for international students by
enhancing outreacéfforts at our missions around the world.O

The findings are part of l@port entitled Economic Impact of

International Education i@anadgrepared by RoslyKunin and

Associates, Inc., for the government@dnadaThe report was
commissioned by Foreign Affairs and International Tr@deadaand
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released on Wednesdhy Day at a meeting of the Association of
Universities and Colleges @fanada.

The number of internationatudents irCanadéhas more than doubled
since 1998 to 178,000, and their presence prowaapoloyment for over
83,000 Canadians last year.

In November 2008, thgovernment ofCanadain collaboration with the
provinces, announced the launch of a new brancimgpaign aimed at
attracting more international students. It conveysntessage that a
Canadian education opens doors to opportunities.

Oln addition tattracting students tGanadaour government has also
made tremendous strides in issuing study permiteynmarkets,O said
Day. OWe are seeing rising approval ratgsanes likeChinaandindia.

We have also established policies and programs that help international
students gain valuable work experience during their study term and help
meetskill and labour needs of Canadian employers.O

These efforts support tigovernmentOs commitment to international
education under its Global Commeigeategy Canadehas seen a seven
percent increase in international students since 2007.

To view the report, visiEconomic Impact of International Education in
Canada

#10. HOMICIDES UP INCANADA - THANKS TO GANGS

Police reported 61homicides inCanadan 2008, 17 more than the
previous year, resulting in a two per cent ris¢éhi; national homicide
rate. The 2008 increase was due almost entirelycteases iilberta
andBRITISH COLUMBIA, much of which wagang-related, according
to Statistics Canada.

After peaking in thenid-1970s, the homicide rate generally declined
until 1999 and has beeslatively stable since. Gang-related homicides,
however, have been on thige since the early 1990s and accounted for
almost 1 in 4 homicides in 2008.

There were 200 homicidesmmitted with a firearm in 2008, 12 more
than in 2007. The rate of homicidesmmitted with a firearm has
increased 24 per cent since 2002.

There were 146 femaleomicide victims, 17 fewer than in 2007.
Women accounted for 24per centhaimicide victims in 2008, the
lowest proportion since statistics were ficsilected.

In 2008, 55 youth aged 18 17 were accused of committing homicide,
well below the peak of 85 in 2008bout 1 in 5 homicides committed
by youth in 2008vasgang-related.

Rise in gang-relatedomicides:

Police reported 13Bomicides in 2008 as gang-related, 20 more than in
2007. These includeomicides linked to organized crime groups or
street gangs, as well as ttleath of any innocent bystanders during the
incident.

Most gang-related homicidescurred withinCanadss largest census
metropolitan areas (CMAs). The 10 largest CMAs accountejlisor

over half of all homicides in the nation in 2008, but slightly more than
two-thirds of all gang-related homicides.

Police in the metropolitaarea ofTorontoreported 24 gang-related
homicides, the most of any CMA. However, accounforgpoopulation,
Calgarys 16 gang-related homicides in 2008 gave it the highest rate
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among the 1@argest metropolitan areas.

Firearms were used mooften in gang-related homicides than in other
types of homicide. In 200&pout three-quarters of gang-related
homicides inCanadavere committed with &irearm, compared with
about 20 per cent of homicides unrelated to gangs.

Homicides committed with Birearm generally on the rise since 2002:

The overall rate ohomicides committed with a firearm gradually
declined from the mid-1970s #002. Since then, this rate has generally
been increasing.

Of the 200 firearnhomicides in 2008, 121 or 61 per cent were
committed with a handgun, 34 withrifle / shotgun and 17 with a
sawed-off rifle / shotgun. Over the pasty&ars, the use of handguns to
commit homicide has generally been increasivigjle the use of rifles

or shotguns has generally declined.

Police in theToronto metropolitanarea reported 50 firearm homicides in
2008, the most of any CMA. Takimppulation into account, however,
the 12 firearm homicides iWinnipegand the 16 ifedmontongave

those metropolitan areas thighest rates among the 10 largest CMAs.

Lowest rate of femalbomicide victims:

Both the rate of femaldslled (0.87 per 100,000 population), as well as
the proportion (24 pecent), were the lowest since 1961.

Two possible explanatiorfer the declining proportion are, first, a drop
in rates of spousal homicideer the past 30 years, which usually
involves female victims. The secondtiee growth in gang-related
homicides since the early 1990s, which typicailyolve male victims.

Of all solved homicides i2008, 15 per cent were committed by a
spouse, 19 per cent by a family memb#rer than a spouse, 41 per cent
by an acquaintance and 9 per cent by som&nown to the victim
through a criminal relationship. The remaining 17 gamt of victims

were killed by a stranger, consistent with previous years.

Police reported 62 spoudabmicides, unchanged from 2007. In 2008,
the spousal homicide rate was atlitwest point in over 40 years.
Women are about three timesre likely to be a victim of a spousal
homicide than men. In 2008, 45 womand 17 men were killed by a
current or former spouse. In addition, Il&¥micides were committed by a
current or former boyfriend / girlfriend @antimate partner, 8 more than
the previous year.

Homicide rates highest ithe West and North:

The highest homicide ratger 100,00(populationcontinue to be
reported inthe western provinces and territori®anitobareported the
highest rate among the provinces in 2008, followedlbgrta,
SaskatchewaandBRITISH COLUMBIA.

New Brunswick NewfoundlandandLabrador andQuebeaeported the
lowest rates. Homicide rates Wew Brunswick QuebecandOntario
were at omear their lowest level in 40 years.

Among the largest centrestes were highest in the western
metropolitan areas of ABBOTSFORDPMISSIONinnipeg Reging
Edmonton Kelowna CalgaryandVANCOUVER.
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Police inTorontoreported 103 homicides, the mostatif CMAs.
However,Torontds rate of 1.9 homicides per 100,0p0pulationwas
slightly higher than the national average of 1.8.

MontrZal andHamilton each reported their lowest homicide rates since
1981, when datfirst became available at the CMA level.

Residents of largest citiemt at highest risk of being a victim:

Residents of large urbareas tend to be at slightly less risk of being a
victim of a homicide thathose living in smaller urban or rural areas. In
2008, the 22.9 milliorCanadians living in 1 of the 34 CMAs had a
lower homicide rate (1.8) than tli€.4 million Canadians living outside
a CMA (2.0).

Homicide rates in CMAsleclined 7 per cent in 2008, while rates in
areas outside CMAs increased 5 cent. The increase in small urban
and rural areas occurred mainlyAibertaandBRITISH COLUMBIA.

#11. CBSA NAB MAN WITH GOLDAND PAPER CURRENCY
WORTH $1-MILLION

Canada Border Servicégency (CBSA) officers are working jointly
with the RCMP E Divisiorintegrated National Security Enforcement
Team (INSET) to determine the soumfegold and paper currency
worth about a million dollars that was seized fasek from a foreign
national attempting to ent€anadaat the Douglas border crossing from
the United States

The person did not declatiee gold and paper currency and was
arrested.

The RCMP announce this wettat E INSET investigators will be
recommending charges to Crown againstrttade pursuant to Section 74
of the Proceeds of Crime (Money Laundering) @edrorist Financing
Act (PCMLTFA) for failure / non-declaration of currentyexcess of
$10,000 while moving across an international border.

"This is an excellenéxample of the RCMP and CBSA working together
to address a failure wisclose substantial financial assets, with the

scope of the RCMIhvestigation to determine the source of the funds or

their eventualise," said Inspector Paul Richards, Officer-in-charge of
the E DivisionINSET.

"The CBSA has beehighly successful in the international fight against
transbordecrime, specifically money laundering and terrorist financing,
with theforfeiture of nearly $60 million in suspected proceeds of crime
since the lawcame into effect in 2003," said Kicoville, Director,
Pacific Highway District. "The Canada Border Services Agency,
together with the RCMP, continue to work together to combat this
seriousproblem."”

The male is now in custody undise Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act.

#12. LOBBYISTS REGISTRATIONACT ENHANCED, MORE
ACCOUNTABLE

Amendments to the LobbyisRegistration Act introduced this week by
Attorney General Michael déongwill provide greater public
accountability fodobbyists and enhanced powers for the registrar.
Bill 19, the LobbyistRegistration Amendment Bill, strengthens
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reporting requirements for lobbyistsd grants the registrar new
investigative and enforcement authority.

OThe modernization tis legislation puts us among the leaders in this
country,O said

de Jong OTheamendments are significant and give British Columbians a
more open anttansparent lobbying process.O

The amendments respondpoblic concerns and incorporate the views
of registrar David_oukidelis. The bill creates one of the strongest
regimesfor lobbyist registration in the country, and is modelled on
Albertalegislation.

Under proposed amendmerttse registrarOs powers and duties are
significantly increased. Theegistrar will be able to conduct
investigations, including having the powercompel testimony and
document production. The bill requires the regigivareport the results
of investigations to the legislative assembly, as alprovide an

annual report.

The bill defines two kindsf lobbyists, consultant and in-house, with
parallel reporting requirement$he bill also expands reporting
requirements N lobbyists will need teport any subcontracted
lobbyists and must disclose whether a lobbyist fisrmer public office
holder.

Also proposed:

*A clearer definition foran in-house lobbyist: where the number of
hours accumulated by an individdabbying for an organization, or the
total lobbying undertaken by thedrganization, amounts to a minimum
of 100 hours annually.

*A wider definition of lobbying, including lobbying about the
privatization of government interesis assets and contracting out of the
provision of goods or services government.

*A contracting prohibitionpy which individuals must not lobby
government - to any extent - while they,people associated with them,
are paid advisors to government on the sauigect. They must make a
choice between the two roles.

OWithin a vibrantlemocracy, lobbying is a valid, important activity,0
said deJong Olt is essential that governmentaseessible, so peopleOs
views are conveyed to their decision-makiegresentatives. However,
and equally important, is transparency acdountability among those
whose livelihood is made from advocacy.O

The registrar will baipgrading the online lobbyists registry, which when
the bill is passed, wilbe consistent with the amendments.

#13. NDP CALLS FORRE-IMPLENTATION OF THE
EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS ACT

The B.C. Liberals aré&iling to protect children in the workplace, the
New Democrats said thiseek in the legislature.

New Democrat labour critiRaj Chouhanintroduced a motion in the
legislatureon Monday calling on the B.C. Liberals to re-implement
protections for youngvorkers that th&€ampbellgovernment eliminated

in 2003.

Chouhannoted that in 2003, the B.C. Liberals amended the
Employment Standards Act, eliminating the requirement for employers
to obtaina permit to employ children between the ages of 12 and 14.
There has beenX0-fold increase in accept&orkSafeB.C. injury
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claims among children under 14 years of age over a four-year period
betweer2004 and 2008.

Raj Chouharurged the B.C. Liberals, Oto repeal Bill 37 and bring back
the samerotections that were there before 2003, to address the issue of
child poverty eliminate the $6-per-hour training wage and increase the
hourly minimum wage for all workers to $10 an hour. The government
must comply withthe convention set out by United Nations and the
International LabouBrganization.O

A recent report from First Call, tH&.C. Child and Youth Advocacy
Caoalition, found that 58.3 per cent of 12 toykar olds with jobs

reported their employer did not receive written apprdnah their

parents.

NDP Attorney General crititeonardKrog supported the motion,
saying,OI'm delighted to rise this morning to support the motion of the
memberfor Burnaby-Edmonds, an individual who has spent a lifetime
advocating orbehalf of workers and those who needed protection in our
workplaces.O

NDP MLA MaurineKaragianis critic for Children and Family
Developmensaid, OHere is the reality: this government made regulatory
changesThey took actions here within the province of British Columbia
that now haveallowed children as young as 12 to work with the
permission of only onparent. This is providing significantly less
protection for child workerghan any other jurisdiction iBanada in

fact, in manyplaces across the world.O

B.C. Liberal MLA DonnaBarnett along with four other Liber8dLAs
spokeagainst the motion. The B.C. Liberals refused to accept any of the
recommendations and defended the governmentOs policy to drastically
reduce the protections for young workers.

Krog slammed the B.C. Liberals for refusing to supploet motion,

saying, OWe in this chamber have a duty to telthildren who are out

in the workforce in this province that they matter. Treey we

demonstrate that in a tangible way is to ensure that they workdfea
environment that is properly regulated.O

Olt would seem to nthat the government is really avoiding looking at
the real issue here withlat of diversionary tactics,O not&dragianis
Mable Elmore andKatrine Conroy were among the NDRLAs that

spoke in favour of the motion.

B.C. Liberals Douglasiorne, Pafimm, and Robert Howard joined
Barnettin refusing to acknowledge the recommendations made in the
First Call Reportand spoke against the motion.

#14. ASIA PACIFICFOUNDATION DISCOVERSCANADA OS
SECRETPROVINCE

Canadahas a hidden province, more populous thEmitobaor
Saskatchewarwith more citizens than all of Atlantic Canada.

Where is thigdsecretd province?

1tOs in théJnited Statesand in Hong Kong, th&nited Kingdom China
and in dozens of other countries around the world. It is made up of the
estimated 2.8 million Canadian citizens who live outside our national
bordersb around 8% of all Canadianshis community of Canadians is
bigger than the City oforontg the Ville de Montreal or Metro
VancouveE and itOs growingThis newestimate of the size of the
Canadian Diaspora is the result of an in-degttilly released today by
the Canadians Abroad Project of the Asia Paéifiandation of Canada.
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In CanadaOs SecRybvince: 2.8 Million Canadians Abroad, Dr. Don
DeVoretz Research Director of the Canadians Abroad Project, notes that
Canada does nabllect emigration statistics, so there is no simple way
to measure the siz#f the population of Canadians living permanently
outside the countryThe report estimates the total numbéCanadians
living abroad by drawing on information from two origirsalidies by

the research consortium of the FoundationOs Canadians Rvoject.
These looked at detailégianadian Census data and the Longitudinal
Immigration Database of StatistiGanada.

OWhile it isinteresting in itself to know how many Canadians live
overseas, the datmthered on these citizens who have an absolute right
of return toCanadacan be used to examine the possfhtare impact of
return migration orCanad®s social prograrasd labour force,O Dr.
DeVoretzexplained.

The report paints a pictudd the growing Canadian Diaspor#.finds

that between 1996 and 2006, people who are Canadiaatbsalization
moved overseas at three times the rate of citizens whoaaradian by
birth, although the majority of Canadians living overseas Wwera in

this country. More thanhalf B 57% - of all overseas Canadians live in
the U.S, Hong Kong, theJnited Kingdomor Australia Young

Canadians, those the 21-25 year-old-age bracket, I€finadaat twice

the overallaverage rate, and women left more frequently than men.
Commenting on the findingg\PF Canada President and CEO Yuen Pau
Woo said: OWe have this enormaosimunity of Canadians - bigger
than the City ofTorontg bigger than Metro Vancouver - thae know

very little about. Are they planning to stay abroad for the resiesf

lives? What are the implications for citizenship, taxation, health,

and labour markets? How will this Canadian Diaspora contribute to
Canada business, education, research and diplomatic ties with the rest
of theworld? These are some of tlygiestions that the Foundation will
be investigating, to help policymaketsvelop appropriate responses to
a vitally important, and compleissue.O

#15. PREMIER CAMPBELL ANDMP KAMP OPEN NEWPITT
RIVER BRIDGE

Premier Gordon Campbell afthndy Kamp, MP for Pitt Meadows-
Maple Ridge-Mission, on behalf ¢fiternational Trade Minister
StockwellDay, officially opened the newitt River Bridge on Sunday,
which will reduce congestion and cut travel times for the al®@800
vehicles that cross each day.

OThis new seven-lamitt River Bridge will connect Maple RidgeRitt
Meadows and the Tri Cities like never before as well as reducing
congestion and improving travel times for commuters and business
traffic,O saidCampbell OThis is the first bridge to open under our
Gateway Program, which witeduce travel times throughout the Lower
Mainland, streamline the movementgiods and people, and build
British Columbigsole asCanad®s$acific Gateway for trade, tourism
and investment.O

OThis investment wittontribute toCanad&®srade competitiveness by
improving the ability to move goods quickly aefficiently, while
easing the impact of trade traffic on the communitieGrieater
VancouverOs northeast sector,O said Kamp.

Construction of the newridge was completed on budget and on
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schedule. The bridge will improve tisafety and reliability of the areaOs
rapidly growing transportatiooorridor. In addition to replacing the
existing swing bridges, the projestll replace the currentougheed
Highway and MaryHill Bypass intersection with a free-flowing
interchange.

With its strategic locatiofinking the CP Intermodal Terminal and
Lower Mainland ports, theitt River Bridge and Mary HillInterchange
Project is a critical component of the Gateway Program.$IL98-
million Pitt River Bridge project is being cost-shared between the
provincial and federal governmen®he province has committed $108
million in funding, with the remainder comirigpm the federal
government unde€anad®s Asia-PacifiGateway and Corridor
Initiative.

Backgrounder:

Traffic volumes on thewing bridges over thBitt River have more than

tripled between 1985 and 2007, from 27,000 to 88,000 vehicles per day.

The newPitt River Bridgereplaces the two existing bridges with a new
seven-lane bridge that will easengestion and eliminate backups that
were caused by the counter-flow system.

Features of the neRitt River Bridge

*The project is on time andn budget.

*The new cable-stayebridge is constructed between the existing
bridges and has three lanesngdstbound traffic and four lanes of
eastbound traffic. The bridge has béwrilt to accommodate eight lanes
in the future.

*The design for the bridgand interchange incorporates pedestrian and
cycling features, includingicycle lanes across the bridge. In addition,
the bridge is engineered &zcept light rail transit at a later date.

*Peter Kiewit and Sons Cavon the competitive bidding process for this
design-business projec@onstruction started in February 2007.
*Seismic improvements wemxtensive, with the interchange built to
accommodate a 1-in-500-yesarthquake. The new bridge is deemed a
lifeline structure and is built to accommodaté-in-2,475-year quake.
*The original (southernypan of the bridge was built in 1956. The
second (northern) span was builtli&78. Following construction, these
existing swing bridges will be removed 2010.

*The $198-million projects being cost-shared between the provincial
and federal governments. Tfexleral Asia-Pacific Gateway and
Corridor Initiative is providing up to $9@illion. The Province is
providing $108 million.

Pitt River Bridge by the numbers:

*190 metres B Lengthf the main span of the bridge (cable tower to
cable tower).

*380 metres D Lengthf the cable-stayed span of the bridge (end to end
of cable sections).

*500 metres B Thentire length of the bridge including the bridge
approach spans. The widthill be 45 metres.

*16 metres B Heigtgbove the water (marine clearance).

*60 metres B Heigtdf the six main bridge towers.

*100 metres D Deptbf the piles (metal posts used to provide a
foundation for the structureyvhich are some of the largest and deepest
ever driven irBritish Columbia

*1,200 - Approximate numbeaf jobs created over the life of the

http://www.voiceonline.com/voice/thisweek/headline10.php

02/11/09 10:35 AM

Page 14 of 34



VOICEONLINE.COM

project.
#16. TARGETING BAD DRIVINGPAYS OFF AS LIVES SAVED

Sixty fewer lives were losind 4,196 fewer injuries resulted from motor
vehicle crashes in 2008 comparted2007, due to a concerted effort by a
110-member integrated traffic safetyit that works alongside local
traffic police to makeBritish Columbiaroads safer.

Fewer injuries andatalities translate to an estimated $99-million benefit
from the Enhance®oad Safety Enforcement Initiative (ERSEI), which
had an $18.4-million budgé&t 2008. This means that for every dollar
spent, $5.48 was returnedtxpayers in savings from social costs such
as health care, legal cositssurance claims and reduced vehicle crime.
ERSEI beganin 2003 and was fully operational by 2006. Taregram
establishes road-safety priorities and dedicates police officénaffic
safety enforcement.

The ERSEI annual repoppsted at http://pssg.gov.bc.ca/publications is
a summary of the progresstbk initiative. Highlights for 2008 are:

*The number of fatalitieselated to impaired driving (including drug
impairment) in 2008 dropped by ®ér cent compared to 2007, and the
number of impaired charges aprbhibitions increased by 10 per cent.
*Speed violations were thargest enforcement category, with 42 per
cent of tickets issued.

*Enhanced enforcemenfficers issued 25 per cent of the total violations
issued in B.C. in 2008All traffic fine revenue is returned to local
governments to invest icrime-reduction initiatives.)

*The five main causes dfaffic-related fatalities declined from 2007 to
2008:

-Speed (down 20 per cent).

-Alcohol (down 23 pecent).

-Non-use of seatbelts (dovlt8 per cent).

-Intersection crashes (dowli8 per cent).

-Crashes involvingommercial vehicles (down 18 per cent).

*All factors relating toinjuries decreased in 2008 except motorcycle
crashes, which rose four pegnt.

*As part of theevidence-led strategy, a second traffic-safety helicopter,
Air Two, waspurchased to further reduce the need for high-speed
interventions and tassist in apprehending criminals.

A partnership between thdinistry of Public Safety and ICBC, ERSEI

is funded with the equivalent tme percent of basic premiums from
ICBC and $5 million from the federgbvernment.

#17. NEW RULES FOR PAYDAY.OANS IN EFFECT NOVEMBER
1

New regulations to protecbnsumers by prohibiting abusive lending
practices and limiting fees aiuterest rates charged by payday lenders
come into effect November 1.

A payday loan is less th&1,500 borrowed for a maximum of 62 days,
and is not secured. The borrovpeovides a post-dated cheque or pre-
authorized debit form to repay the whidan at the end of the term,
usually the next payday.

B.C.Os Business Practices and Consumer Protection (Payday Loans)
Amendment Act and the Payday Loans regulation prohibit lenders,
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including phone and Internet lenders, from:

*Practices thatinreasonably increase the borrowerOs debt load, including
rolloversthat require borrowers to pay significant extra fees for
extending the timéo pay a loan.

* Requesting an assignmeoitwages, or collecting from a borrowerOs
employer.

* Charging more than 23 peent of the amount borrowed in interest
and fees.

*Lending more than 50 parent of a borrowerOs take-home pay or
requiring repayment before tierrowerOs next payday.

*QOperating unless licensdgy Consumer Protection B.C.

As well, borrowers willhave the right to cancel a payday loan by the
end of the following dayvithout charge by returning the money
borrowed Payday lenders musisplay rates and fees, and Internet and
phone lenders must make rates &®s known to borrowers.
Compliance and enforcementl be administered by Consumer
Protection BC, a not-for-profit organizatitimat operates at armQs length
from government. (It was previously namdsiness Practices and
Consumer Protection Authority.) Information foorrowers and lenders

is atwww.ConsumerProtectionBC.ca

#18. SIX MONTHS LATER, NOCREDIT CARD RELIEF: FEDERAL
NDP

Tuesday (October 27) markéwe deadline for the implementation of the
federal New Democrat credit careigulation motion. The motion called

on the government to introducemprehensive legislation, similar to that
passed by the Obamaministration, within six months. Six months

later, the government still ha® plans to help consumers.

OThe motion mandatéite government to follow through on their
campaign commitment to introduageasures to protect consumers,O said
New Democrat Consumer ProtectiGnitic GlennThibeault (Sudbury.
OWhen will this governmengspect the will of the House and the needs
of Canadians ando something concrete to protect consumers, instead of
protecting their friends in the banking industry?0

In May of 2009, the federdinance minister unveiled a new set of credit
card regulations. Thesegulations amounted to nothing more than
window dressing. Now the finanerinister is promising a Ovoluntary
code of conductO for Visa akthster Card prior to their entry into the
Canadian debit card market.

OThat code wihut-outCanad@®gow-cost debit networkinterac The
result will bethat small and medium-sized businesses will end up
paying more,O saithibeault

Debit users, lured blavish perk programs, will flock to the VISA and
MasterCard debit netwonkithout knowing that the bonuses they

receive are paid for not by the credird companies but by small and
medium sized businesses through higherchant fees.

OWhy is thiglovernment catering to the interests of VISA and
MasterCard instead standing up for consumers and small businesses?0
said Thibeault

#19. BUILDINGS NEED TO BEREADY FOR OSILVER TSUNAMIO:
MLA CADIEUX

Is the B.C. housing marketady for the coming Osilver tsunami?0
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Surrey-Panorama MLA&tephanieCadieuxspoke this week in the
Legislature to highlight the growing housing design needs of seniors and
the low costs of building accessibility.

OBy the year 2030, will go from one in nine people being seniors, to
one in four,O sai@adieux who cited a Canadian Mortgage and Housing
Corporation finding that Oseniors' demand for owner-occugiednd-
oriented dwellings will increase by 194 percent in the next
approximately80 years.O

Cadieuxnoted that nearly 90 per cent of single fanfiymes inNorth
Americalack basic accessjeaning people with disabilities and older
adults are unable to enterleave their homes safely, are unable to enter
their own bathrooms and aw@able to visit friends and family.

Speaking about her owexperience when purchasing a new home,
CadieuxsaidOwhen we requested modifications to the plans to meet
accesgequirements for my wheelchair, we were told that my needs
couldn®t baccommodated.O

Answering critics who saguilding costs and buying accessible homes is
too expensiveshe said OthatOs a common beliat.itOs wrong.O
Cadieuxsupported her statement by comparing retrofit costs versus costs
included inthe initial construction.

OTheSAFERhomeSociety has proven that the construction i®#ss

than $900 per single family home and less than $50édti-family.

The expense is onlgrohibitive when one has to renovate an existing
home that wasnOt builtth these features in mind,O s@adieux

She proposedisitability - to have a level entranceway with no stéirs
every home in at least one place. OThat way everybody can thecess
homes of their friends and family with ease and make minor
modificationsto that home should they need to live there long term.O

Ol think we need teonsider that we need to build homes that have more
access and that wiirovide for people to age in place,0 ddlieux

#20. NEW ESPRIT HEALTHCENTRE

At a time when the need féamily physicians is at a near-crisis level
and many family doctors have beeutting back and winding down

their practices, five established fampfysicians have chosen to buck
the trend. They have brougiugether their establishédew
WestminsteandBurnabypractices to createrimeCareMedical, afull-
service family practice clinic and walk-in clinic. All four family
physicians have been actively involved in the Ministry of Health and
BCMA's Practice Support Program and its innovaapgroaches to
improve office practice and patient care. All hambraced

computerized medical records and continue to support proactivasare
well as chronic disease management.

In their new location, ithe Esprit building aEdmondsand Kingsway

in Burnaby theyare part of a greater health care team all in one site:
Fraser Health'slew Canadian ClinicHighgateHealth Chiropractic,
Physiotherapy and Massage Therapy; and RemedyOs Rx Pharmacy. This
interdisciplinary group hope to pioneer further innovations in patient care
with a focus on cooperation, synergy and, of course, the patient at the
centre.

*Dr. Jeff Dresselhuis is a full-service family physician and the president

of PrimeCare Medical Clinic. He delivers babies at Royal Columbian
Hospital.
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*Dr. Ron DeMarchi is a full-service family physician with associate
privileges at Royal Columbian Hospital. He is well-known for his
community service, including his work on the Board of Directors of St.
Thomas More Collegiate.

*Dr. Prav Nijjar is a full-service family physician and full-time
mother.

*Dr. Baldev Sanghera is also a full-service family physician with
associate privileges at Royal Columbian Hospital. He also active in
community service, speaking to many community groups. He and Dr.
Wong were recently awarded Physician Leadership Awards from the
Ministry of Health for their work in the Practice Support Program,
teaching other family physicians how to improve office practices and
patient care.

*Dr. Davidicus Wong is a long-time columnist for the Burnaby and New
Westminster Now and Vancouver Courier newspapers. He is a full-
service family physician, who delivers babies and admits patients to
Burnaby Hospital, where he is the head of the Department of Family
Practice. He is the Chair of Fraser Health's Health Authority Medical
Advisory Committee and he is the Practice Support Program's
Provincial GP Champion.

#21. OCOURAGE IN REDO TV SERIES

The RCMP is the focus of the new television documergaries

entitled Courage In Red. The episodedegin airing on the Outdoor Life
Network (OLN) this Sunday, Novemberat 7 p.m. PSTCourage In

Red gives Canadians the opportunity to ménet men and women of the
RCMP and hear their stories.

Filmed in locations througho@anadaand overseasourage in Red
profiles the diverse and very real world of policing. The sqriefiles
everything from specialized units such as the Emergency Response
Team (ERT), the Police Dog Service, VIP Protection, and the West
Coast MarineService to the examination of tough subjects like the
challenges of youtkoday, preparing for potential school shootings, Clan
Labs and contrabargimuggling.

OWorking together withencorEntertainment, we really wanted to show
Canadians the kind of situations quaolice officers find themselves in
day and night across the countrga)s Sgt. Pat Flood, Project
Coordinator forCourage In Red. OItOs not often the public get to see
what real police work itike.O

The RCMP in BCwere proud toparticipate in the filming of several
episodes ofCourage In Red. With the largest contingent of RCMP
officers and staff in the country, the workdaficers in this province is

as diverse as the communities served. @& e some of the largest and
most populous cities in the country as weltlges tiniest most isolated
towns some of which are only accessible by bolane or ATV,0 says
Sgt. Tim Shields.

Find out more aboufourage in Red by visiting the RCMP'sNational
Websiteor Faceboolpage.

#22. ACT WILL PROTECTHOMELESS IN EXTREME WEATHER

The province has introduced the Assistance to Shelter Act to keep
homeless British Columbians safe from extreme weather by giving
police theauthority to take people at risk of harm to emergency shelters,
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Housing andSocial Development Minister Rich Coleman announced this
week.

OWhen an extrenveeather alert has been issued, we want people at
risk off the streets anitito safe accommodation,O said Coleman. OThis
legislation will help to prevent tragedies such as the one that occurred
last winter when avoman died trying to keep warm in a makeshift
shelter.O

Police will have to be satisfied people are at risk of harm due to the
weather conditions before taking them to an emergency shelter. Once at
the shelter, they have the right to decide whether or not they want to
stay atthe shelter. The shelter may provide the opportunity for
individuals toconnect with outreach workers, who can help them access
medical, financiahnd long-term housing supports.

OThe RCMP fullyendorses efforts to assist homeless and less fortunate
people on oustreets,O said Gary Bass, RCMP Deputy Commissioner,
Pacific Region. OWe recognize that for the most part, these individuals
do notcommit crimes, but consider it a key pillar of our Crime
Reduction Strategin terms of those people who are on the street and
may find themselves igituations where they are committing criminal
offences to support themselv&8e view this as a positive step forward

in terms of assisting not only th®meless but those making efforts to
avoid a criminal lifestyle.O

Victoria Police Chief Jamie Graham said, OThe terrible dilefoma

police officers is when the weather is so extreme and vulnerable people
are found who are at very substantial risk. When a mental illness or
addiction takes over rational decision making, the only hope is for the
police to have supportive legislation allowing them to take people to
safety.This is socially relevant policing in its purest form. When the
weatherchanges for the worse, many of our community's most
vulnerable need a helpifgnd, and many times we are the only ones
out there. | welcome any initiatiibat gets needy people the help they
deserve.O

The new legislation will apply to adults age 19 and older when an
extreme weather alert has been issued for a community. It is expected
thatthe legislation will be in place this winter. Youth are covered by the
Child, Family and Community Service Act, whiphovides the

framework for Child Protection Services.

OWhat we want to do is show people the supports availathieny
including a warm bed and a hot meal,O said Coleman.horiis that
once they see these supports, theyOll decide to stagmeagency

shelter, safe from the risks of extreme weather.O

The province provides annual funding of $56 million for sheltgports
and has more than doubled the number of year-round shelteadreds
B.C. from just 700 in 2001 to 1,500 todan additional 1,200 beds are
available duringextreme weather situations.

#23. RECOGNIZING THE RIGHT®F FOSTER PARENTS

The rights and entitlements of Foster Parents have been clarified and
enshrined in a document signed this week by the Minister of Children
andFamily Development and the B.C. Federation of Foster Parent
AssociationdBCFFPA).

The Foster Parent Rights document defines the entitlements and
expectations of foster parents and recognizes their commitment, skills
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andcontribution to vulnerable children and familiesBritish

Columbia

OFoster parents bridge many worlds in the work theytteybare

skilled caregivers, advocates and role models for vulnecdliidren and
youth who often have complex needs,O said Minist€hiiren and
Family Development Maryolak OThis document reflects the principles
and values that exist betwettre ministry and foster parents, and the
years of collaboration, respect atndst that are the foundation of this
partnership.

Ol am delighted to be a part of recognizing the unique nattine of
fostering community, particularly during Foster Fanignth.O

The idea for these rights originated with foster parents at the 2006
Annual General Meeting of the B.C. Federation of Foster Parents based
on thevital role foster parents play in the services to children and
families andthe expectations they have as highly-skilled caregivers.
OThe federation is very pleased that this project has coimatitm,O

said MelanieFiliatrault, president of the BCFFPA. OFoster Parents are
an important part of thehild welfare system in B.C., and as such
deserve honour and recognition fbe vital role they play in bettering
the lives of children and youth in thisovince.

Ol would like to thank the Board of Directors and specifidaéiather
Bayes our vice-president, for helping mothis forward.O

Foster care gives children a family setting and a safe, lovingstabté
environment when their own parents are not able to look after them.
There are almost 3,300 foster familiesBiritish Columbiacaring for
children andyouth in communities throughout the province.

The Foster Parent Rights document is on the Ministry of Children and
Family Development website atttp://www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/foster/pdf

[FP_Rights.pdf

#24. RESTORE FUNDING TQWULNERABLE SENIORS, SAYS
NDP MLA BAINS

Seniors inSurreyand White Rock are being forced to cover theftab
the B.C. LiberalsO broken election promises to protect healtarzhre
senior services, says New Democrat MLA HaBajins

Bains the MLA for Surrey-Newton, asked Health Miniskavin

Falcon to restore funding to vulnerable seniors during question pariod
Tuesday.

The Surrey-White Rock Confghare Society serves seniorsSiarrey
andWhite Rock. The Society helps seniors by offering outreach, meal
programssocialization services, transportation, weekly phone checkups,
and crisisservicesBainsnoted that the Come Share Socies hit

with a steep $161,000 funding cut after the election, and senion®are
feeling the grim consequences.

Bainsslammed Falcon about these cuts in the legislatme asked if

the minister Owill show some respect, some respect getiiers in

[his] community, and will he promise to restore the fundingSorrey
White Rock Come Share Society today?0

OSome of the mostiinerable seniors no longer have the support that
they desperately need, aiavill cost the system more through higher
acute care costs,O s8idins

Falcon refused tacknowledge the impact of the massive cut to seniors®
services.
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#25. FALCON SELLINGSURGERIES WHILE CANCELLING
OPERATIONS FOR BRITISH COLUMBIANS: NDP

The B.C. Liberal governmelig negotiating a deal to give people from
other provinces preferred acces®Bt€. operating rooms while cutting
surgeries for thousands of BritiSfolumbians, said New Democrats on
Thursday.

OHealth MinisteKevin Falcon is trying to sell surgeries to the highest
bidder at the vergame time he is cancelling thousands of surgeries for
British Columbians antkaving them to wait longer in pain for
medically-necessary care,O sAiftian Dix, health critic for the New
Democrats.

In the legislature, Nedemocrats questioned the health minister about
his decision to pursue a dealoffer residents obaskatchewan
orthopedicsurgeries, after forcing the hea#ihthorities to cut close to
10,000 scheduled operations for BritiSbhlumbians.

OThis minister thinkis is acceptable policy to cancel surgeries in
Surrey,Kelowna Maple RidgeMission, and other parts of the

province, and then offer the operations to peopReginaand
SaskatooyOsaid Dix.

The health minister saybat 400orthopedicsurgeries could be
performedunder a deal currently being negotiated with the
Saskatchewagovernment, and will not ruleut making similar
arrangements with other provinces.

Dix noted that, contrary tthe ministerOs argument, providing medically-
necessary surgeries tesidents outside d@ritish Columbiawill

increase costs, not revenue, BEC.Os health care system.

OSurgeries that anet performed in a timely fashion are pushed into the
next fiscal year, anthe postponement leaves patents needing more
health services. Delays increassks for symptoms, deterioration and
emergency care,O said Dix.

OcCurrently, ovet5,000 British Columbians are awaitioghopedic
surgery. Throughout the provinceperating rooms are being closed and
procedures cancelled.O

Thousands ofmedically-necessary operations are not being performed
this year because &.C. Liberal health care cuts.

In August CEO Nigel Murrayndicated that the Fraser Health Authority
was cancelling between 6,300-9,9%0frgeries.The Interior Health
Authority is reducing its surgical volumes by ten per cent. 760
operationshave been cancelled &ancouver Island Vancouver

Coastal Health Authority isutting 450 surgeries just during the
Olympics.

#26. SURREY: WORKING TO IMPROVE EARLY CHILDHOOD
OUTCOMES

Findings of the latedkarly Childhood Development Index (EDI)
released this week show the CitySifrreyis makingprogress with
respect to the vulnerability of its youngest residents.

The EDI is apopulation-based tool used to measure the state of
childrenOdevelopment at kindergarten entry. Led by the Human Early
LearningPartnership (HELP) at thigniversity of British Columbia the
EDI is under the direction of Dr. Clydéertzman

HELP released its thirdave of data this week, showiSmrreyDs
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overall EDI score is 28.4 per cent, down from 30.3 per cent in 2006-7.
Neighbourhoods of note includ@ceanPark which has an EDof 7.4

per cent, one of the lowest in the province. The latest assessinosrg
the area of Fleetwood West has reduced child vulnerability from 34 per
cent to 15 per cent.

OThe City is taking strategic, community development partnership
approach in areas that hasteown higher vulnerability,O said Surrey
Mayor Dianne Watts. OAumber of strategies have been and are being
developed to address individugaluations at a neighbourhotalel,
ensuringchildren entering th&urreyschool systenare given the
opportunity to succeed.O

Despite adisproportionately low level of funding from other levels of
government, th€ity of Surrey recognizes the need for a dynamic and
diverse early childhoodevelopment program across its community, and
as such has implemented ondlod most collaborative and ambitious
programs of its kind in Canada. As paftits neighbourhood-by-
neighbourhood approach, areas identified in the &larticular
vulnerability will be addressed with targeted programs. Thesgrams
which are, in many cases, considered ground breaking, are being
developedvithin the City with a number of partner organizations such
as the EarlyChildhood Partners and the Office of Early Childhood,
Development Learningnd CareSurreySchool Districtand theUnited
Way of the Lower Mainland.

OEven though Surrejpes not demonstrate extreme vulnerability across
the region, we can® complacent because large scale demographic
changes are just around tberner,O said SusRapadionissou
ExecutiveDirector, Office of Early Childhood Development, Learning
and Care foSurrey/ White Rock. OWe have the largest nunafer
children and youth iBritish Columbia therefore we must be vigilant in
maintaining our strengths while at the same time addressing the
neighbourhoods that are vulnerable.O

The City ofSurreyis home to the youngest population basBritish
Columbiag andhas the largest school district in the province.
Approximately 100,000 youngnd school age children reside in the
many neighbourhoods of this diversemmunity.

#27. FEDERAL FINANCEMINISTER MODERNIZES PENSION
FRAMEWORK

Federal Finance Ministélim Flaherty on Tuesday released an important
reform plan for the federarivate pension legislative and regulatory
framework.

"Our government hasstened carefully to Canadians," said Flaherty.
"We understand thealue of secure and sustainable pension plans. We
are proposing a balancedckage of measures for the benefit of pension
plan sponsors, plan membenrsd retirees."

TuesdayQmnnouncement comes out of extensive consultations with
Canadians, beginning withe January release of a discussion paper,
Strengthening the Legislative aRegulatory Framework for Private
Pension Plans Subject to the Pend@mefits Standards Act, 1985, and
including online consultations.

In March and April, TedMenzies Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Finance, chaired a series of national public and private
consultationmeetings acros€anadao hear the views of Canadians on
strengthening the framework.
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The package includeseasures to:

*Enhance protections for planembers.

*Reduce funding volatilityfor defined benefit plans.

*Make it easier foparticipants to negotiate changes to their pension
arrangements.

*Improve the framework fodefined contribution plans and for
negotiated contribution plans.

*Modernize the rules fonvestments made by pension funds.

"These reforms wilprovide enhanced benefit security for workers and
retirees while allowingpension plan sponsors to better manage their
funding obligations as part diieir overall business operations," said
Flaherty.

In particular, thegovernment plans to restrict an employerOs ability to
take acontribution holiday unless a five-per-cent funding cushion
remains, changthe solvency funding methodology to make it less
volatile and lespro-cyclical by basing the funding requirements on a
three-year average, anelquire employers to fully fund pension benefits
on plan termination.

In addition, the governmeirtends to increase the pension surplus
threshold under the Income Tax Awathich applies to both federally and
provincially regulated defined benefitans, to 25 per cent from 10 per
cent.

The proposed changes aiened at federally regulated private pension
plans, which represent abagven per cent of pension planganada
While some of the proposethanges can be introduced by changes to
regulation, others will beénplemented by legislation, which is expected
to be introduced in Parliament.

Protecting seniors is @riority, says the government. In addition to these

pension frameworknodernizations, the government has taken action by:

*Introducing legislation tomplement the results of the Canada Pension
Plan (CPP) Triennial Reviewepncluded at the May 2009 Federal /
Provincial / Territorial Financ#linisters® Meeting, which includes a
number of measures that withprove the effectiveness and resilience of
the CPP while ensuring it remaiaffordable and fair for future
generations.

*Leading a Federal Provincial / Territorial Research Working Group on
Retirement Incomédequacy which will report to Ministers of Finance
andMinisters Responsible for Pensions in December to ensure that all
Canadiargovernments have a common understanding of the strengths
and challengefacing the retirement income systemGanada

This builds on the government®sr-year record on seniorsO issues,
which provides $1.9 billiomnnually in tax relief to seniors and
pensioners, including:

*Increasing the Age Credé@mount by $1,000 as of 2009, on top of the
$1,000 increase introduced as2006.

*Increasing the age limfior maturing pensions and Registered
Retirement Savings Plans to 71 froma9of 2007.

*Introducing pension incomsplitting as of 2007.

*Doubling the amount ofncome eligible for the Pension Income Credit
(to $2,000 from $1,000) as @bo6.

In addition, the newax-Free Savings Account will provide additional
tax-efficient saving®pportunities for all Canadians, including seniors.

#28. LOCAL MULTIFAITH PROJECT RAISES AWARENESS
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A network of local faithcommunities is collaborating to develop
Multifaith Storytelling Kits.O The kits will contain books, CDs and
othermaterials designed to assist educators in teaching about religious
diversity on our community. The kits will be available for loan through
the SurreyPublic Library.

OSurrey is an ideplace formultifaith education,@aisDavid Dalley,

one of the Project Coordinators. OWithrité diversity of faith

traditions and vibrant early childhood educatcmmmunity, Surreyhas

the potential taontribute to a global movement.O

The United Nations is séb proclaim 2011-2020 as the ODecade of
Interreligious andntercultural Dialogue, Understanding and
Cooperation for Peace.O

OThis project ikistoric,O saidcharyaDwivedi, local interfaith activist
and one ofCanad®s representativesthis yearOs OParliament of the
WorldOs Religionstfe largest interfaith conference in the world. OWith
its focus orchildren and families, this project brings something new and
important to theénternational interfaith movement.O

The Multifaith Storytelling KitO project will be magmssible by an
Olnter-faith Bridging ProjectO grant throighbraceBG a program of

the provincial Ministry ofCitizens® Services. The project is spearheaded
by a partnership betwedhe Surrey Neighbouring Faiths Program,
DIVERSECcity Community Resources Society, and the Surrey Public
Library.

The project welcomes neparticipants from all faith communities as

well as individuals with nepecific religious affiliation. A project
orientation workshop is scheduled fdovember 8. To learn more or to
get involved, contact DaviDalley at davidanderin@dalley.ca or (604)
502-8661

#29.MISSION REJECTS CUTS TO 24-HOUR EMERGENROOM
AND OTHER HOSPITAL PROGRAMS

Health Minister KevinFalcon needs to accept the motion td&sion

city council passed this week for the community to keep its 24-hour
emergencyoom and other critical hospital services, said the NDP.
"Mission city councilrejected Fraser Health AuthorityOs proposal that
Mission Memorial Hospitaleffectively choose between closing the ER
at night, which would leavMission without a24-hour emergency room,
or cut $390,000 in other programs because dfutiget shortfall. The
council instead voted in favour of a motion that tiespitalOs
emergency room and other programs remain intact,"evwd Democrat
health critic Adrian Dix.

The FHA discussed reducirsgrvices aMission Memorial Hospitalat
the local council meetingOThe Mission council and community
rejectedFHAO®roposals, recognizing that these scenarios were not
based on sound polidhat takes into account a growing population and
existing health cargaps,0 said Dix.

FHAO®wn data confirms that emergency services neds ionproved,
not decreased, in the region. This spring, the health autlepgtrted
that both theMissionand AbbotsfordERs are not meeting the
benchmark t@admit 80 per cent of patients within 10 hours, and that
only 48 per cent oMission ER patients are getting a bed within this
time span. The AbbotsfofR is even more congested, with 43 per cent
of its patients being admittegithin 10 hours.
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Shortly after the springlection, news surfaced that the government was
considering reducing servicesMMHOSER as part of its plan to deal
with a $160-million funding gap.

"The B.C. Liberalgpromised during the election that there would not be
any cuts to patiergervices, but now that the election is over local
communities are learningpe harsh truth," said Suidammel| New
Democrat deputy health critic and MLA for Surrey-Green Timbers.
Since 2002, the B.Q.iberals have targeted health care services in
Mission. OMMH has been downgradegpeatedly since the B.C.

Liberals took power,O said Dix. @knt from being an acute care
hospital to sub-acute in 2002, losing 32 bigdhe process. It has lost

its ICU and maternity ward. And at a time whdissionOsopulation is
expected to grow by 60 per cent, it stands to lose a full-scaéegency
ward.O

Meanwhile, over these pastonths, local B.C. Liberd/ILAs have

insisted thathe Mission ER was safe from cutbacks.

Michael Sather, NDP MLA foMaple Ridge-Pitt Meadows said: OThe
local community deservedLAs who will exert their energy towards
protecting24-hour emergency care in Mission, not trying to mislead the
community in arattempt to cover up for B.C. Liberal broken promises."

#30. BC'S ECONOMY: WHATHAPPENS ONCE THE OLYMPICS
ARE OVER?

By Jacquedarcil
Senior Economist
CanadaWest Foundation

There is a lot more tBritish Columbiathanjust two-by-fours, but for
some reason, everywhere you look, the problenteeoBC forest
industry are the focus of what analysts say abouptbeince's

economy.

Apparently, they're naaware that BC has performed better than the
national average during the fiyears prior to the recession even as its
forest industry was going througlery difficult times.

Just like the rest of theountry, economic activity in BC began a steady
decline at the end of 2008welve months later, BC's economic
landscape is a combination of positiwesl negatives. The main positive
factor is the number of largen-residential construction projects. The
negatives include lower exportainly to theUS) andemployment

(only OntarioandAlbertaare worse ofince the beginning of the
downturn). It is now clear that 2009 will mark tfiest significant

decline for BC's economy since 1982. @meagerconsolation is that
many provinces will do worsthnis year.

Next year's Olympic anBaralympicGames are a big party, and just
like with anyother party, the end will come too soon and be followed
by a letdown. Oncéhe flame is extinguished, the inevitable after-party
cleanup completed artbe furniture put back where it belongs, many
British Columbians will aslOnow what?O No one can blame the
province's population for beirg bit skepticalabout their prospects for
economicgrowth in 2010, but those prospects are good, and not just
because ofemporary economic boost provided by the Games. The
reason: an economy thiaas more going for it than forestry-focused
headlines would suggest.
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BC is known for thaliversification of its population but less for that of
its economy. Its tradmfrastructure is resolutely turned towarkisia,
where most of the current and upcoming growth is taking place. It is a
hotbedfor green and renewable energy technologies, has a long list of

infrastructure projects underway and benefits from the presence of many

innovative firms. As to natural resources, coal and natural gas are now
nearing forestry's status. BC is a forward-looking and unique province in
many regards.

On top of this, BC benefitsom its unique natural setting and the high
quality of life associated withoth its cities and its more rugged areas.
This has allowed it to becomeaurism hub both for international

visitors and forCalgariandooking for a playground. The result: a solid
consumer base, which has talermr for the lagging export sector
recently.

As to what will remairafter the Olympics, BC should look at its past

for a better idea of what tHature has in store. Two decades ago, Expo
086 was a success not didgause it increased the province's profile,
but also because it left behiadegacy of infrastructure and urban
renewal which still plays a vital role the Vancouver of today. The
Winter Games don't last as long as a wéald but the capital

investment they require will remain in place long aftery are over.
Another less tangible assattached to the Games is their impact on the
vision all British Columbiangand not only Lower Mainland ones) have
of their province. Often when we havisitors in our homes we tend to
notice all the details that are wro(fitnger marks on the walls, pet hair

on the floor) and we find it hard teelieve that our guests only see the
positive: tasteful pictures armmfortable furniture.

Maybe this is what wilhappen to BC next year: the province's residents
will pay heed to outsiderenthusiastic comments about the great
potential BC has, and with a bit lnfck, they will forget about the forest
industry's difficulties and come ouof this with the reinforced conviction
that Othe best place BarthO is the best place for innovating, for
reaching out to newnarkets and for enjoying a unique and spectacular
natural environment.

#31. SCHOOL TRUSTEEEONFIRM B.C. LIBERALS FAILING TO
FULLY FUND ALL-DAY KINDERGARTEN, EDUCATION

School trustees passedntion last weekend confirming that the
government is not providing tfanding necessary to offer all-day
kindergarten next year, say New Democrats.

OSchool trustees froatross the province met this weekend in
Vancouver and they made it clear that there are not enough dollars in
the system to ruourrent programs, let alone new or expanded
initiatives,O said Ne®emocrat education critic Robin Austin. OThere
are significant costassociated with developing spaces for all-day
kindergarten, and those are me&ing funded by the B.C. Liberal
government.O

Deputy education critiDiane Thorne noted that New Democrats
support the implementation of all-d&indergarten and are disappointed
that it looks like the B.C. Libergovernment is set to break their
promise to bring in fully-funded all-daindergarten for a second time.
ONew Democrats al®0 per cent behind all-day kindergarten. 1tOs a
shame that the B.C.iberals continue to play games with the education
of our children instead dfiving districts the resources they need,0 said
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Thorne.

Austin noted that many older schools need to be renowaitbdthings

like lower sinks and toilets before they can accommodate younger
students. Thé&/ictoria school district pegged the average cost of re-
equipping a classroom so itappropriate for kindergarten students at
$16,000. According téwustin, thatOsmoney that simply doesnOt exist in
most school districts.

OWhen the B.Qiberals eliminated facilities grants they eliminated any
chance that schodlistricts could implement all-day kindergarten
without impacting otheclassrooms,O saklistin. OMost districts simply
donOt have the resources to make alkisdergarten happen.O

Thorne noted that inddition to the elimination of the $110 million
facilities grant, massiveosts have been downloaded on to districts
including the cost of dealing witH1N1, the additional tax burden
caused by the HST, increases in MSP premiamd,costs that will be
incurred because of the governmentOs decisitut 8AC grants in half
this year.

Earlier this month schodtustees joined with parents, teachers and
school support staff to writejaint letter on behalf of all school districts
in the province outlininginfunded cost pressures on districts and
protesting the cancellation of tlanual facilities grant.

OSchool districtsimply have no room in their budgets to meet more
unfunded costs from thigovernment,O said Thorne. OThere is no money
in this yearOtsudget to implement all day kindergarten, despite the
amount of prep workhat needs to be done.O

#32. GREEN PARTY OF B.CAPPOINTS JULIUS BLOOMFIELD
AS DEPUTY LEADER

JaneSterk Leader of the Green Party of B.C. this week announced the
appointment ofulius Bloomfield as Deputy Leader of the Green Party
of BC. Bloomfield is a well known businessman in tRentictonarea.

"I'm excited aboutlulius' appointment as Deputy Leader and look
forward to working with himHis business background and his passion
for demonstrating how a green econoimiyhe foundation of positive
change will help us improve and bettaticulate the Green Party's
economic plan,O safterk

"The Okanagan is aimcubator for innovation in everything from
agriculture to renewable energyg it is particularly appropriate to have
a Deputy Leader from that region thie province."

Commenting on the decisioBJoomfield said, "I am trulyhonoredto be
appointedDeputy Leader, and will apply my business experience to its
fullest extent irhelping build the Party into an integral part of the BC
legislature in thduture.

"We have a fantastieam with the backing of a loyal membership. With
careful planning anébcused leadership we will emerge as a mainstream
and respected politicébrce."

Originally from Britain, Bloomfield immigrated to BC in 1988 with his
wife and three children. After a succesdfoie as the business owner of
Camp Creek Station iNaramatahe started in real estate in 1992.

From a personglerspectiveBloomfield has successfullgompleted two
Canada Ironman Triathlons and has represe@gethdan two world
equestriarendurance championships.

"Julius knows what itakes to work hard and persevere. He believes in
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BC and in our future. | cathink of no one more qualified to help this
party move forward,O safiterk

#33. AMERICAN PROTECTIONISMA CONCERN: ECONOMIC
AND FINANCIAL ANALYSTS IN WEST

Economic and financianalysts acros@/estern Canadare growing

more concerned about the potential effects of increasing American
protectionism, according to a new survey.

Olt is ofconsiderable concern that 82 per cent of respondents believed
U.S. policy is becoming significantly morprotectionist,O said Helmut
Mach, Director of the Western Centre f6conomic Research at the
University of Alberta School of Business, whicbnducted the study
jointly with Canada West Foundation in September.

Respondents overwhelmingagreed (97 per cent) that comidgS.

policy will have animportant impact on the Canadian economy.
OThus, at a time whéine U.S. economy may be starting to turn around
and expand with a potentiallyery large and important impact on
Canada, economic and financial analyst8\iestern Canada are
concerned about rising U.S. protectionism and the effetttis on the
Canadian economy,O he said.

Approximately 25 per centf respondents, all working in industry,
government and academia, indicatikeey expected th&.S.economy to
worsen over the next six month&bout 73 per cent felt conditions in
the U.S.economy would perform the same or somewhat worsen.
"Considering thepotential impact on Canada as a whole and particularly
Western Canada, theyolving situation in the U.S. economy, associated
with a concern aboutsing U.S. protectionism, should mean that federal
and provincial Canadiagovernments will pay increased attention to
interaction with politicaleaders and with policy developments in the
United States,O saldach.

Oln the face dBuy-America provisions and expanded protectionist
interests, it is importarthat Canadian governments fully engage with
their U.S counterparts at tla@ministration, congressional, and state
levels to reinforce the recognitiari the importance to thenited States
itself, of the integrated nature tife Canada-U.S. economy and to
counteract the influences of populfsbtectionist initiatives.O

#34. B.C. ACTING ON CLIMATEACTION

By John Yap
Minister of State foiClimate Action

On October 24 the worldelebrated the International Day of Climate
Action. Global citizens in 17@ountries are coming together and raising
their voices so that the dangerdegels of carbon pollution in our
atmosphere are cut back.

Here inBritish Columbiag those voices are beirggard.

Your government recognizedimate change as the challenge of our
generation. This is a challenge thatjuires moving beyond the status
quo to find solutions that are dynamic aerdluring. Solutions like
thesewon't come from one industry, one government or one nation.
They will need tdbe a collective effort that pools our ideas, our efforts
and our mettle.

So what does elimate-friendly B.C. look like?
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It starts with B.C.'SClimate Action Plan. This plan enshrines our
emissions reduction targetslagislation so that we cut greenhouse
gases by 33 per cent by 2020 and 80geert by 2050 from 2007 levels.
This will take concerted and long-term actiopall British Columbians.
This plan is a strong step and has been estintatgdt us 73 per cent of
the way to our 2020 target.

The first part of this plamas to introduce a revenue-neutral carbon tax.
Nobody likes a new tax, b@ritish Columbians told us they wanted to
be leaders on climate change andlisened. Putting a price on carbon
pollution shifts preferences away frdiwssil fuels and toward greener
energy sources. It was a key first steghia Climate Action Plan and
the right thing to do for our children agdandchildren.

Also as part of this plarthe Province is the first governmentNorth
Americato commit to a carbon-neutral public service. That means that
by the end 02010, anyone who walks into a school, a hospital or a
government buildingvill be in a carbon-neutral facility. You can't help
but be optimistic whegou see children in our schools learning in a
carbon-neutral environmefitst-hand about climate action and how to
be part of the solution. Carbareutrality is catching on across B.C.
Now, 176 municipalities have signed t@&mate Action Charter so that
they, too, will be carbon-neutral by 2012,

Businesses, large asdhall, are also seeing that climate action can drive
economic growth and jobreation. The government is partnering with
industry to find new ways teeduce emissions in every sector of our
economy. Our industries and reseacehtres are implementing new
technologies now that are working around gihebe to reduce emissions.
The province has provide®B4.5 million to fund research at our
universities through the formation tife Pacific Institute for Climate
Solutions. We are also investing $2filion each year to the Innovative
Clean Energy Fund to help community-basedewable projects. These
types of initiatives are part of B.C. beingcognized as the third-largest
clean technology cluster in the world. Gxampanies are leading
innovation on clean forms of electricity, alternatfuels, energy
conservation and better managing our forests to cut out cpdblotion
from the atmosphere.

On a day of internationaction, it's also important to remember how
hard we are working outside ofir borders with our neighbours to drive
broader actionBritish Columbiais the chair of the International Carbon
Action Partnership, which met this month@hinato discuss the best
methoddor reporting of greenhouse gas emissions. As well, we co-chair
the WesterrClimate Initiative, a group of eleven states and provinces,
who are workingo implement a regional cap and trade system. This
month, Premier GordoBampbell spoke at the Governor of California’s
Global Climate Summit on the importancedealing with climate
change and the role that government's like B.C.ptayin showing
leadership by taking action now.

British Columbians can beroud of their record on climate change. But
let's not become complacefitiere is still work to do. My role as
Minister of State for Climate Action i® build on our reputation as a
leader and continue driving the climatieange momentum we've
established.

Climate change is oftespoken of as the challenge of our generation,
but it is also the opportunityf a generation. Those who are leading in
the low-carbon economy of thHeture will reap the benefits of early
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adoption and will circumvent thieansition costs down the road.
Transformative change is not easy, but ialisolutely necessary.

Our test inBritish Columbig andacross the world, will be to make
every day a day of climate action. $agay, | join the rest of the world
to ask readers like you to talk to yddends and family about climate
change and do your part to make B.C. clegaen and strong.

#35. UNIVERSITY TUITIONFEES INCREASE IN ALL BUT THREE
PROVINCES

Canadian full-time studenta undergraduate programs faced the same
increase in tuition fees (+3.6 peent) for the 2009 / 2010 academic
year as they did a year earlier.

On average, undergraduateidents paid $4,917 in tuition fees in 2009 /
2010, compared with $4,747 8908 / 2009, according to Statistics
Canada.

In comparison, betweefugust 2008 and August 2009, inflation as
measured by the Consumer Pricdex (CPI) declined 0.8 per cent.
During the same 12-month period in thievious year, the CPI rose 3.5
per cent.

Tuition fees increased il but three provinces this fall. Fees remained
unchanged ilNewfoundlandand Labrador antew Brunswick while
they declined ilNova Scotia-3.1 per cent) for a secor@ar in a row.
Two provinces ended freezea tuition fees with increases Nlanitoba
(+4.3 per cent) anBaskatchewa(+3.4 per cent).

Elsewhere, tuition feécreases ranged from 2 per cenBRITISH
COLUMBIA to 5 per cent iDntaria Ontarids increase was the limit
legislatedby the Ontariogovernment.

On average, undergraduaeidents irOntarioalso paid the highe$tes
in Canadaat $5,951.

Students iNova Scotishad thesecond-highest average tuition fees at
$5,696.

Quebeaundergrads continued to pay the lowest fagsraging $2,272,
followed by those ilNewfoundlandandLabradorat $2,619.

Canadian graduate studeffdse greater increase than undergrads:

At the national levelgraduate students faced larger tuition fee increases
than undergraduattudents.

On average, graduastudents paid 4.7 per cent more than in 2008 /
2009, compared with aincrease of 3.6 per cent for undergraduate
students. Graduate students paidaverage of $6,008 in tuition fees for
the current academic year.

Fees for graduate studentere up in eight provinces. Fee hikes ranged
from 3.4 per cent ilBaskatchewato 5.9 per cent iBRITISH
COLUMBIA.

In Newfoundlandand Labrador antlew Brunswick fees for graduate
students remained unchanged from 2008 / 2009.

Dentistry undergraduattudents pay highest average fees:

As was the case in 2002009, undergraduate students in dentistry paid
the highest fees on avera(§i3,988), nearly three times the average of
all undergraduate discipline®llowed by students in medicine

($10,216).
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Undergraduate studentsveterinary medicine saw the largest increase
(+15.6 per cent), and ended pgying $5,110 in the current academic
year, followed by architecture amelated services programs with a 6.5
per cent rise. Increases in other fietdaged from 1.9 per cent
(business, management and public administratioB)3qger cent (law).
At the graduate level, thmost expensive program was the executive
master of business administratigMBA), with tuition of $30,653, and
the regular MBA program at $20,5684owever, students in the
executive MBA program had the smallest increasallgfraduate
programs from 2008 / 2009 to 2009 / 2010 at 2.5per cent.

The largest increases wenrerorded in agriculture, natural resources and
conservation (+15.7 per cerid veterinary medicine (+10.9 per cent).

International studentgaying more:

Nationally, the averagmcrease for international students in
undergraduate programs was 7.1 gemt, and they had average fees of
$15,674.

Tuition fees rose for affrograms for international undergraduate
students except iNewfoundlandandLabrador The increases for the
other 9provinces ranged from 0.4 per ceniNova Scotiao 18.9 per

cent inAlberta Overall, 4 of the 10 provinces covered by the survey had
hikes of more thad2per cent from 2008 / 2009.

International full-timestudents in graduate programs faced an average
fee hike of 5.1 per cent 2009 / 2010 compared with the previous year.
While fees increased imost provinces, they declined slightly (-1 per
cent) for internationastudents ifManitoba and remained unchangést
Newfoundlandand Labrador andew Brunswicks international

students.

International full-timestudents in graduate programs faced the highest
increase irPrince Edward Islan@9 per cent)followed by those in
QuZbec (+8.2 per cent).

Additional compulsory feeen the rise:

The bundle of servicaacluded in additional compulsory fees varies
from one institution to theext and can change over time. Typically,
they include fees for athleticstudent health services, student
association and other fees that applyulbtime Canadian students.
Nationally, the additionatompulsory fees increased 6.8 per cent
compared with last year. On avera@anadian undergraduate students
paid $749 in additional compulsory fees2i®09 / 2010, up from $701 a
year earlier.

In 2009 / 2010, addition&lompulsory fees for undergraduate students
ranged from $474 ilNew Brunswickto $935 inAlberta Compulsory

fees for graduatstudents ranged from $536 to $987 for the same
provinces respectively.

Alberta, with an increasef $222 (+31.1 per cent), posted the highest
increase in additionalompulsory fees for undergraduate students, while
Prince Edward Island hatie highest increase for graduate students
(+8.9 per cent).

Additional compulsory feeare often excluded from fee regulations and
are normally determined in pasy provincial departments, institutions
and student organizations.
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#36. INITIAL AND RENEWAL CLAIMS FOR E.I. BENEFITS
INCREASED IN AUGUST

The number of peopleceiving regular Employment Insurance benefits
in August fell 2.4 per cer{t19,100) from July, the second consecutive
monthly decline. Decreasescurred in nearly all provinces, with the
most notable percentage declinesNewfoundlandandLabrador

Ontarig SaskatchewaandManitobg according to Statistics Canada.
There were 763,200eneficiaries in August, up 52.5 per cent from
October 2008.

The number of initial andenewal claims received in August increased
8.2 per cent (+22,500) 208,300, following two months of declines.
El statistics providenique insight on which areas of the country are
being affected by theurrent economic situation. Compared with August
2008, the number of peopleceiving regular El benefits was higher in
all census metropolitan are&algaryandEdmontoncontinued to show
the largest year-over-year increaseVRNCOUVER, Greater Sudbury,
VICTORIA, ABBOTSFORDDBPMISSION anHitchener, the number of
regular Elbeneficiaries more than doubled from August 2008 to August
2009.

In August, the number dfeneficiaries fell 8.7per cent (-4,100) in
NewfoundlandandLabradorto 43,600. This was the firgecline for the
province since the start of the labour market downturn irfiathef

2008.

In Ontarig the number of regular Heneficiaries fell by 14,800 (-5.6
per cent) to 247,400, the secarwhsecutive monthly decline. Prior to
these two declines, the numberbafneficiaries had increased at an
average pace of 16,500 a month betw®etober and June.

In Saskatchewarl3,000 people receivadgular El benefits in August,
down 730 (-5.3 per cent) from July. It walso the province's second
consecutive monthly decline, and followed montinigreases averaging
740 from October to June.

Manitobaexperienced its third consecutive monthly decréasiee
number of beneficiaries. In August, the number fell by 690 (-4.5 per
cent) to 14,500.

QuebecandNew Brunswickwere the only provinces with an increase
the number of beneficiaries in August. Quebe¢ 208,000 people
received benefitdh August, up 9,700 (+ 4.9per cent), following a
decline in July. The numbeif beneficiaries ifNew Brunswickedged up
650 to 37,100 in August.

Sub-provincial andlemographic overview:

El data by sub-provinciakgion, sex and age are not seasonally
adjusted. They are, therefoommpared on a year-over-year basis.
The largest centres éfibertacontinued teexperience the fastest rates of
increase in the number of regulaneficiaries compared with 12
months earlier. IrCalgary, the number of people receivinggular
benefits increased sharply from 5,700 in August 2008 to 22,100 in
August 2009. Over the same period, the number of beneficiaries in
Edmontonincreased by 2,800 to 19,200. These steep increases
coincided with year-over-yeamployment losses for the province in
several sectors: manufacturirggnstruction; retail and wholesale trade;
professional, scientific angéchnical services; and oil and gas.

http://www.voiceonline.com/voice/thisweek/headline10.php

02/11/09 10:35 AM

Page 32 of 34



VOICEONLINE.COM

In BRITISH COLUMBIA, 13 of the 25 largeentres had twice as many
beneficiaries compared with a year agoVlRNCOUVER, the number
of beneficiaries increased from 17,200 in August 2008 to 39,000 in
August 2009At the same time, the number of recipients increased by
2,300 to 4,500 itVICTORIA. Over theyear-long period, the largest
employment losses in the province wereamstruction, manufacturing,
transportation and warehousing, as welaasommodation and food
services.

In Ontarig the number of El recipients matfean doubled in 4 of its 41
large centres for the 12-month period endindirgust. This contrasts
with year-over-year increases ending in May and Jumen the number
of beneficiaries at least doubled in more than half ofdrge centres in
the province.

Several large centres the southern part ddntariocontributed to the
slower year-over-year increase in the numbdyesfeficiaries. For
example, in Windsor, the number of El recipients increagesD.1 per
cent from August 2008 to August 2009, much slower than egder
over-year increases. Iforonto, the number of beneficiaries increased by
75.3per cent or 47,700 betwekngust 2008 and August 2009, the
lowest 12-month increase since April.

In the northern part ddntarig GreaterSudbury continued to experience
a sharp year-over-year increase in the nurob&l recipients, up from
2,400 in August 2008 to 4,900 in August 2009tl# same time,
employment in Greater Sudbury declined, mostly in the natesalurces
sector.

Lower year-over-year growtivas observed in several large centres in
Quebec In MontrZal, the number oégular beneficiaries increased by
37.3 per cent to 80,000 over the 12 morghding in August, slightly
slower than in previous months. In the censgsropolitan area of
QuZbec, the number of beneficiaries rose by p8r3cent between
August 2008 and August 2009, the slowest year-overigesgase since
January. This contrasts with SorelDTracy, wheretimber of
beneficiaries rose sharply by 152.8 per cent to 1,800 in AR@DE, the
fastest year-over-year increase in that centre since the sthe lafbbour
market downturn last fall.

Fastest rate of growthmong youths:

The downturn in the labounarket has affected young people the most.
In August, the number of youthmder25 receiving El benefits nearly
doubled (+94 pecent) compared with August 2008. The increase was
most pronounced for youngen (+114.5 per cent), while it was slower
among young women (+ 61.9peent).

The number of El recipientsged 25 to 54 increased by 53.5per cent to
565,100 over the 12 months endingAugust, with the sharpest increase
among men in this age group (+ 84.1pent). The number of female
beneficiaries aged 25 to 54 grew more slowly2§t9per cent) over the
same period.

The number of beneficiariegged 55 and over increased 49.3per cent
from August 2008 to August 2008mong men aged 55 and over, the
number rose by 64.6per cent, nearly twicdaas as the increase among
women (+ 33.6per cent) in the same age group.

More claims received iAugust:

To receive El benefitdndividuals must first submit a claim. These
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provide an indication of theumber of people who could become
beneficiaries.

Following declines in Junand July, initial and renewal claims received
in August were up 8.2 per ceftt22,500), returning to about the same
level as in June. Increases occurirednost provinces, most notably in
British Columbia(+9.9 per cent)Ontario(+8.9 per cent) and
Saskatchewa(+8.9 per cent)NewfoundlandandLabradorwas the only
province where the number ofaims declined (-0.5 per cent).
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