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F I N E T U N I N G

6 a.m.&(CBS) The Early Show Philip Roth;
Mika Combs; Canaan Smith. (N) 179832

9 a.m.R(STAR) The Dr. Oz Show Charlie
Sheen; Diane Sawyer; LeAnn Rimes; Joy
Behar. 6155764

11 a.m.R(STAR) The Ellen DeGeneres Show
Kellie Pickler; Rick Springfield; Guy Steve
Spangler. 1348431

Midnight0(FOX) Talkshow With Spike
FerestenTrace Adkins; Mary Lynn Rajskub.
9982791

L O O K W H O ’ S TALKING

Saturday, October 31, 2009 • Primetime
S T 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 9:00 p.m. 9:30 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 10:30 p.m. 11:00 p.m.

W (MC1) 240 }(5:55 p.m.) Bats: Human Harvest (2007) David
Chokachi. 15120899

}(7:25 p.m.) Boogeyman 3 (2008) Erin Cahill,
Chuck Hittinger. 69753054

}★★ My Bloody Valentine (2009) Jensen Ackles.
Premiere. 3183783

}Confessions of a Porn Addict
(2008) 75170238

X (MC2) 241 }Screamers: The Hunting (2009) Gina Holden,
Jana Pallaske. 5346883

}(7:35 p.m.) ★★★ The Incredible Hulk (action, 2008) Edward Nor-
ton, Liv Tyler. 95902580

}★★★ Iron Man (action, 2008) Robert Downey Jr., Terrence
Howard. 39368764

Y (MC3) 242 }Slap Shot 3: The Junior League (comedy, 2008)
Greyston Holt. 5533986

}(7:35 p.m.) ★★★ Changeling (drama, 2008) Angelina Jolie. A woman insists that
another boy has replaced her son. 84293054

}★★ Elizabeth: The Golden Age
7066677

Filmography
9209344

Z (HBO) 243 }(5:15 p.m.) ★★★ Cast a
Deadly Spell 67436677

True Blood: Release Me. (TVMA)
7085702

True Blood: Timebomb. (TVMA)
7061122

True Blood: I Will Rise Up. (TVMA)
7081986

True Blood: New World in My
View. (TVMA) 7084073

True Blood
5540764

[ (WSBK) 64 }★★★ Bram Stoker’s Dracula (horror, 1992) Gary Oldman, Winona Ryder. The vam-
pire count seeks his lost love. 250325

Patriots This
Week 80493

King 59509 King 47851 That ’70s Show
13306

That ’70s Show
22054

Baby Read
54054

≠ (WGN) 62 }★ The Rage: Carrie 2 (horror, 1999) Emily Bergl, Jason London.
263290

WGN News at Nine (N) 271219 Family Guy
562073

Two/Half Men
350325

}★ Jason X (horror, 2002) Lexa Doig, Lisa Ryder.
553325

Æ (WPIX) 63 }★★ The Evil of Frankenstein (horror, 1964) Peter Cushing, Duncan
Lamont. 157290

PIX News at Ten: Thorne. (N)
165219

The Brian McKnight Show (N)
(TVG) 178783

Chappelle’s
529528

Chappelle’s
505948

Scrubs 446696

Ø (EA1) 244 }(5:50 p.m.) ★★★ Selena (biography, 1997) Jennifer Lopez, Edward
James Olmos. 25546948

}★★★ 24 Hour Party People (comedy-drama, 2002) Steve Coogan,
Lennie James. 297141

}(9:58 p.m.) ★★ Velvet Goldmine (1998) Ewan
McGregor. 67239832

— (M) 151 Dream Car Garage (TVG)
9722899

}★★ Sleep Easy, Hutch Rimes (suspense, 2000) Steven Weber,
Swoosie Kurtz. 8187325

In the Shop
1557677

Dream Car
9727344

Motor Sport
1420580

Auto Mnd
1446528

STAG 1552122

1 (NHL) 118 NHL on the Fly (Live) 5557615 NHL Fly
7351832

E (BBC) 181 Antiques Roadshow (TVG)
4959528

The Secret Millionaire 4929035 Jonathan Ross 4938783 Top Gear (TVPG) 4925219 Antiques Roadshow (TVG)
4928306

Homes 6804035

U (ESPN) 121 }★★ Kingpin (1996) Woody Harrelson, Randy Quaid. A washed-up bowler takes on
an Amish farmer as a protege. 5796257

Boxing 1883219 Classic-Fights -- Young Tyson
3924696

2008 World Series of Poker
3927783

Poker 7351832

X (FSW) 120 Italian Serie A Soccer Inter vs. Palermo. 3936431 Fox Soccer Report 3904832 Fox Soccer Report 3924696 Fox Soccer Report 3927783 Soccer 7351832

[ (VIVA) 202 Mediums
479899

Mediums
453851

Psychic Inv.
732870

Psychic Inv.
459035

Encounters
718290

Encounters
737325

Most Haunted: Investigate the
creepy hotel. 525677

Living With the Dead: Restless
Spirits. 528764

Psychic Witness
891122
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Saturday, October 31, 2009 • Primetime
S T 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 9:00 p.m. 9:30 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 10:30 p.m. 11:00 p.m.

^ (CTV) 2 CTV News (N) 72306 W5: British Columbia justice. (N)
7325

CSI: Miami: Divorce Party. (TV14)
6073

}★★★ The Rocky Horror Picture Show (musical Comedy, 1975) Tim
Curry, Susan Sarandon. 6832

CTV National
News 9054

# (NBC) 21 (5:30 p.m.) College Football: Notre Dame vs. Washington State. From San Antonio. (Live) 479528 Q6 Primetime Local News
729325

CSI: Miami: Rio. (TV14) 722412 CSI: NY: Veritas.
251509

$ (CBC) 4 (5 p.m.) NHL Hockey: Toronto Maple Leafs at Montreal Canadiens.
(Live) 962677

NHL Hockey: Detroit Red Wings at Calgary Flames. From the Pengrowth Saddledome
in Calgary. (Live) 24657431

Hockey Night in Canada: After
Hours 98110412

& (CBS) 19 KREM 2 News
at 5 837899

CBS Evening
News 811851

KREM 2 News
at 6 183580

Scrubs (TV14)
817035

Grey’s Anatomy: If Tomorrow
Never Comes. 273677

CSI: Miami: Divorce Party. (TV14)
286141

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation:
One to Go. (TV14) 296528

48 Hours Mys-
tery 417219

_ (CITY) 7 Angry Planet
72325

The City Show
63677

My RONA Home 39219 Glenn Martin,
DDS 51344

Out There 30851}★ Intern Academy (comedy, 2004) Peter Oldring, Pat Kelly. 41054 The City Show
10696

( (GLOBAL) 8 (5:59 p.m.) News Hour 53631141 renegade-
press.com 3144

The Jane Show
4219

Project Runway Canada: Stick to
Your Vision. 31035

}Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde (suspense, 2008) Dougray Scott, Krista
Bridges. Premiere. 34122

News Final (N)
2521325

) (ACC) 9 Homicide File
(TV14) 3325

Divine Life
(TVPG) 4677

The Road to Avonlea: Seeking
attic ghosts. 98257

Lie Detective
5054

Lie Detective
4561

Struggle for Democracy (TVG)
93851

Struggle for Justice: The Story of
Daniel Gélinas. 48798

A Haunting
25035

+ (OMNI) 5 The Office
45257

The Office
36509

Omni News: Mandarin Edition
(In Mandarin N) 95851

Chinese Restau-
rants 91948

Trendy Zone (N)
43293

Once Upon a Time in Toronto
91035

Once Upon a Time in Toronto
94122

Most Amazing
50290

, (CBC-F) 12 Le Téléjournal/
Montréal 8493

Un gars, une
fille 2073

En direct de l’univers: Pierre
Lapointe. (N) 99035

Frères et soeurs: Mea. (Partie 1
de 2) 98293

Dre Grey, leçons d’anatomie:
Liés à jamais. 95219

Le Téléjournal
et Les Nou

Symphonie
2716696

3600 secondes
d’extase

` (ABC) 20 College Football: USC at Oregon. (Live) 472615 The Insider (N)
181141

Entertainment Tonight (N) (TV14)
717580

ReGenesis
246677

. (YTV) 75 }(5 p.m.) ★★ Addams Family
Values 288528

True Jackson,
VP 763732

How to Be Indie
758677

Prank Patrol
294012

Prank Patrol
713737

Prank Patrol
104967

Prank Patrol
983561

Mystery
Hunters 268764

Mystery
Hunters 277412

Mystery
Hunters 109412

/ (NN) 91 CBC News: the fifth estate
6609696

National
4580783

Mansbridge
2683035

Mamma Mia Story 8622509 National
9634073

CBC News: At
Issue 6604141

National
1970580

Mansbridge
1996528

Mamma Mia
8094493

0 (FOX) 22 (5:30 p.m.) MLB Baseball: World Series, Game 3 -- New York Yankees at Philadelphia
Phillies. (Live) 7516986

Paid Program
4576580

Boston Legal: Selling Sickness.
(TV14) 8633615

Bones: A Boy in a Bush. (TVPG)
8636702

News 9604832

1 (TREE) 70 Miss Spider
9797528

Caillou 9771580 Bucket-Dinos
2845783

Toopy & Binoo
9777764

Caillou (TVY)
2854431

Waybuloo
2840238

Little Bear
7401783

Dragon (TVY)
9361290

Backyardigans
5531122

Ni Hao, Kai-lan
46746528

Go, Diego, Go!
7413528

2 (CMT) 258 Gilmore Girls: Concert Interrup-
tus. (TVPG) 241238

Gilmore Girls: That Damn Donna
Reed. 172509

}★★★ The Witches of Eastwick (fantasy, 1987) Jack Nicholson, Cher. Three divorcees try to conjure up
their ”dream man.” 324752

}Witches
629144

3 (HGTV) 142 That Halloween House 3748770 Reel Homes: Real Scary (TVG)
7557986

Extreme Makeover: Home Edi-
tion (TVPG) 7533306

Holmes on Homes: Brick-A-Brack.
7546870

Handyman Superstar Challenge:
Obstacle Course. 7556257

Property Virgins
3374957

4 (TSN) 110 (5 p.m.) Boxing Abraham vs. Taylor. (Taped) (TV14)
748967

CFL Pre 816603 CFL Football: Calgary Stampeders at BC Lions. From BC Place Stadium in Vancouver. (Subject to Black-
out) (Live) 905716

Sports 611967

6 (PBS-S) 23 Summer Wine
771171

Keeping Up
311293

The Lawrence Welk Show: Hal-
loween Party. 471141

May to Decem-
ber 376122

As Time Goes
By 395257

}★★★★ 42nd Street (1933) Ruby Keeler, Warner
Baxter. 7545219

NW Profiles
49481031

M. Theatre
290219

7 (RSW) 111 (5:30 p.m.) MLB Baseball: World Series, Game 3 -- New York Yankees at Philadelphia Phillies. From Citizens Bank Park in
Philadelphia. (Live) 897528

Sportsnet Con.
18783

Sportsnet Connected (Live)
52528

Sportsnet Con.
73219

8 (PBS-D) 54 Antiques Roadshow: Louisville.
(Conclusion) (TVG) 53126

Chris Botti in Boston (TVG) 43764 Sarah Brightman: Symphony in Vienna (TVG)
515238

}★★★ Thelma & Louise (1991) Susan Sarandon,
Geena Davis. 22899

9 (A&E) 170 Criminal Minds: What Fresh Hell?
(TVPG) 526290

Criminal Minds: Poison. (TVPG)
473509

CSI: Miami: Cheating Death.
(TV14) 482257

CSI: Miami: Urban Hellraisers.
(TV14) 6811219

(10:01 p.m.) Criminal Minds:
What Fresh Hell? 465580

Criminal Minds
619509

: (MMM) 256 Michael Jackson’s Ghosts
993054

}★ Cold Creek Manor (2003) Dennis Quaid, Sharon Stone. An ex-con plagues a fam-
ily in their new mansion. 544783

Brooke Knows
Best 905899

}★ Cold Creek Manor (2003) Dennis Quaid,
Sharon Stone. 278238

; (CNN) 94 Campbell Brown 892986 Larry King Live (TVPG) 725615 Newsroom 701035 Campbell Brown 721899 Larry King Live (TVPG) 724986 Newsroom
945677

= (FOOD) 143 Challenge: Outrageous Pumpkins.
1948798

Chopped (TVG) 7542054 Top Chef: Las Vegas: Pigs and
Pinot. (TV14) 7551702

The F Word 7548238 Challenge: Outrageous Pumpkins.
7541325

Chopped
1024290

? (SHOW) 172 }(5 p.m.) ★★ Maid in Manhattan (2002) Jennifer
Lopez. 836561

About a Girl
116677

The Guard: The Big Day. 288493 }Mom, Dad and Her (drama, 2008) Melora Hardin, Paul McGillion.
281580

}Vacancy
692528

@ (DIS) 200 Destroyed
770899

Destroyed
754851

Canada’s Worst Driver 822851 Time Warp: Blades and Volts.
(TVPG) 848899

Criss Angel Mindfreak: Car
Wreck Vanish. 828035

Canada’s Worst Driver 821122 Destroyed
101870

A (SLCE) 141 The Real Housewives of Atlanta:
Reunion. (TV14) 9610615

The Real Housewives of New
York City (TV14) 6074219

Project Runway (TVPG) 6083967 Models-Runway
9159572

Kimora: Fab
9682832

The Real Housewives of New Jer-
sey (TV14) 6066290

Housewives-Atl
1332870

B (W) 146 }(5 p.m.) ★★ The Skeleton Key (suspense, 2005)
Kate Hudson. 269073

}★★ Along Came a Spider (2001) Morgan Freeman. A detective and a Secret Ser-
vice agent investigate an abduction. 257238

}★★ The Gift (suspense, 2000) Cate Blanchett,
Giovanni Ribisi. 999702

C (TLC) 140 I Didn’t Know
822967

I Didn’t Know
813219

I Didn’t Know
185948

I Didn’t Know
835431

The Little Cou-
ple 194696

The Little Cou-
ple 106431

I Didn’t Know
566899

I Didn’t Know
347851

I Didn’t Know
613306

I Didn’t Know
622054

The Little Cou-
ple 561344

D (BRAV) 171 Star Portraits
(N) 20509

Books Into Film
76031

}★★★ Cape Fear (1991) Robert De Niro, Nick Nolte. An ex-convict takes revenge on
the lawyer who betrayed him. 82059290

}(9:45 p.m.) ★★ Mary Reilly (drama, 1996) Julia Roberts, John
Malkovich. 36371528

E (EA2) 245 }(5:50 p.m.) ★★★ Stand by Me (1986) Wil
Wheaton. 6488677

}(7:20 p.m.) ★★★ The Lost Boys (horror, 1987)
Jason Patric. 80347696

}★★ Pet Sematary (horror, 1989) Dale Midkiff,
Fred Gwynne. 1125580

}(10:45 p.m.) ★★★ Cujo (1983)
55595696

F (SPK) 150 }(5:57 p.m.) ★★ Trading Places (1983) Dan Aykroyd. Two men’s lives are altered by a
bet made between tycoons. 83726702

I Bet You Will
104073

Disorderly Conduct: Video on
Patrol (TVPG) 279851

Disorderly Conduct: Video on
Patrol (TVPG) 289238

I Bet You Will
569986

G (AMC) - }(6:15 p.m.) ★★★ Night of the Living Dead (1968) Duane Jones. People hide in a
house from walking corpses. 48707948

}★★★ Night of the Living Dead (horror, 1968) Duane Jones, Judith
O’Dea. 53541162

}(10:45 p.m.) Night of the Liv-
ing Dead 11108696

H (HIST) 201 Patton 360: Leading the Charge.
(TVPG) 1254257

Re-Inventors
6262783

Re-Inventors
9517412

Ultimate Engineering: Pyramid.
1775122

Cities of the Underworld: Land of
Manson. 1795986

Manson: Charles Manson conspires to murder
actress Sharon Tate. 3749257

I (COM) 173 Corner Gas
9121870

South Park
9112122

Keys to the VIP
5659275

You Bet Your
Ass 9118306

Comedy Now: Rob Pue. Rob Pue.
6815561

Corner Gas
5474783

Jeff Dunham
5696832

The Simpsons
6396967

South Park
6305615

Carlos Mencia
1942257

J (TOON) 73 Ghosts-Scooby
642783

Ghosts-Scooby
633035

Ghosts-Scooby
905764

Star Wars Clo.
639219

The Halloween Tree 698257 Fat Albert
880141

Futurama
156696

King of the Hill
165344

Robot Chicken
(N) 4358035

K (SPA) 174 Stargate Universe: Water.
5697561

}★★ The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (2003) Jessica Biel, Jonathan
Tucker. Premiere. 57948832

}(9:05 p.m.) ★★ Halloween II (horror, 1981) Jamie Lee Curtis, Don-
ald Pleasence. 2098986

}Hallwen 3
38032615

L (PCH) 60 }★★ Gothika (2003) Halle Berry. Strange events plague a confined
psychologist. 155832

}★★ Pet Sematary Two (horror, 1992) Edward Furlong, Anthony
Edwards. 167677

}★★ Critters 4 (horror, 1992) Don Opper, Paul
Whitthorne. 456073

M (FAM) 76 Aaron Stone
1410219

Hannah Mon-
tana 2749780

(7:01 p.m.)
Jonas 907122

That’s So Raven
3591431

Ned’s School
6629829

Zoey 101
9702431

Zack & Cody
1124829

Han. Montana
74293702

}Return to Halloweentown (2006) Sara Paxton,
Lucas Grabeel. 302948

N (OLN) 119 Mantracker: Brian and Julie.
4261716

Departures: Brazil: Piranha Soup.
6874431

Survivorman (TVG) 6850851 Ghost Hunters: Best of Stanley
Hotel. (TVPG) 6870615

Ghost Hunters: Attack of the Irish
Elemental. 6873702

Ghost Hunters
4578073

O (SPD) 117 Super DIRT Week From Syracuse, N.Y. (N) 5634782 Prelude to the Dream 5923649 Perform
1611122

NASCAR
1620870

Setup 1160696

P (TROP) 182 Seinfeld
9797528

Seinfeld
9771580

Friends 2845783 Friends 9777764 Family Guy
2854431

Family Guy
2840238

Friends 7401783 Friends (TV14)
7516883

Seinfeld
8102035

Cleveland Sh
8111783

Family Guy
7413528

Q (TCM) - }★★★ Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (horror, 1941) Spencer Tracy, Ingrid
Bergman. 522580

}★★ Murders in the Zoo (1933)
2185851

}(9:15 p.m.) ★★★ The Body Snatcher (1945)
Boris Karloff. 7556035

}(10:45 p.m.) Gildersleeve’s
Ghost 94390257

R (STAR) 148 Scream Queens: Scream Queen
Gauntlet. 9607141

America’s Next Top Model: Inter-
view 101. 6094073

America’s Next Top Model: Let’s
Go Surfing. 6070493

25 Creepiest Couples of All Time
6090257

TMZ (N) (TVPG) 6093344 }Scream
5495035

S (CTS) 3 Michael Coren Show (TVG)
86702

In Concert
93770

Most Requested
Music 23035

E-Vent Weekly
82290

Listen Up TV
(TVG) 43275

Day of Discov-
ery 86615

Gaither Gospel
Music 65219

Behind the Story (TVG) 92764 100 Huntley
Street 55431

_ (VIS) 156 Intezar 1116238 Jee Aayan Nu
1190290

Des-Pardes (TVG) 7544412 Aikam 7520832 Taur Punjabi Di
1631306

Punjabi Virsa
4198211

Lashkara (TVG) 7543783 Toda Sadda
1033948

( (APTN) 155 Over the Bolts
1114870

The Mix
1105122

MYTV 1767238 Aboriginal Day
1101306

Music Speaks
1776986

First Nation
1755493

}★★★ Sleepy Hollow (horror, 1999) Johnny Depp, Christina Ricci.
7538851

MYTV 8281685

*(MUCH) 255 }(5 p.m.) ★★ American Wed-
ding (2003) 468702

}★★★ Michael Jackson’s
Ghosts 716851

Video on Trial
929238

My Date 931073 Love Court
692625

Video on Trial
189783

}★★★ Michael Jackson’s
Ghosts 715122

The Punk Show
692670

+ (MTV) 177 Peak Season
5807290

Peak Season
5821870

Peak Season
2967509

The After Show
5827054

Cribs 2976257 Cribs 2955764 Cribs 1615342 1 girl 5 gays
4671073

Peak Season
8351967

The After Show
8360615

The After Show
6465649

/ (TVA) 401 }(5:15 p.m.) ★★ Garderie en
folie 72789493

TVA nouvelles
(N) 4573493

}★★★ Casino Royale (1967) Peter Sellers. Sir James Bond sort de sa retraite pour
affronter un groupe de criminels. 26320306

}(10:15 p.m.) ★★ Crinqué (2006) Jason Statham,
Amy Smart. 29885783

0 (TV5) 430 Le Plus grand cabaret du monde 371219 Acoustic 913677 TV5 Le Journal
367847

On n’est pas couché 33462580
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Alex StrAchAn
C a n w e s t N e w s S e r v i c e

You already know about Twilight,
The Rocky Horror Picture Show and
Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde. If you have
young ’uns, you already know
about It’s the Great Pumpkin, Char-
lie Brown and Wallace & Gromit:
Curse of the Were-Rabbit.

If you’re looking for something a
little more unusual and artsy this
Halloween, consider Star Portraits,
Bravo’s absorbing, often revealing
celebration of famous Canadian
faces as painted by contemporary
portrait artists.

Tonight’s subject is George Jo-
seph Kresge Jr., a.k.a. The Amaz-
ing Kreskin, a real-life mentalist
— and noted debunker of psychic
mediums — who was inspired to
become an illusionist after being
enchanted by Lee Falk’s Mandrake
the Magician comic strip as a child.

For the past several weeks, Star
Portraits has challenged three Ca-
nadian painters — a different trio
each week — to paint the same
celebrity’s portrait. The painters
meet their subject, kibitz about ev-
erything from the weather to the
Leafs to draw out their subject’s
personality and are then given two
weeks to create a portrait in oils.
Elvis Stojko, Measha Brueggergos-
man, Enrico Colantoni, George
Chuvalo, Margaret Trudeau and
Romeo Dallaire were among the
early subjects; future Star Portraits
will focus on Ashley MacIsaac, Co-
lin Mochrie, Roberta Bondar and,
next week, Alex Trebek.

Tonight is Halloween, though,
and Kreskin is an inspired choice.
Star Portraits’ host, Broadway
performer Louise Pitre, challenges
artists Catto Houghton, Stefan
Galvanek and Marie Finkelstein
to “get at the essence of our enig-
matic guest.”

The public Kreskin is well known:
his TV show, The Amazing World
of Kreskin, was produced out of
Ottawa’s CJOH-TV in the early
’70s, and would be lampooned by
everyone from Johnny Carson to
the SCTV comedy troupe.

The private Kreskin is harder to
get a handle on. There’s a de-
lightful moment early on when
Galvanek insists that Kreskin sit
still, only to have Kreskin quip, “It
is literally impossible for me to sit
still because I’m a mobile person.”

Kreskin has thought his entire life
in terms of paintings, he reveals,
as if “I’m painting the person I’m in
the room with.”

He’s a demanding subject, in
other words, and Galvanek, Fin-
kelstein and Houghton have their
hands full.

“What is the difference between
a psychic and a mentalist?” Pitre
asks Kreskin at one point.

That’s the question, isn’t it? A
psychic can predict the outcome
of tonight’s Leafs-Habs game. A
mentalist can tell you what’s going
to go wrong, and why. No crystal
ball required. (Bravo — 6 p.m.)

Star Portraits takes
on a mentalist

Kresge: extra-sensory perception

Sheri levine
C a n w e s t N e w s S e r v i c e

The men and women in red;
Mounties with the funny hats; Mu-
sical Ride — just a few things com-
monly associated with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. But Ca-
nadians are about to get to know the
RCMP beyond the uniforms, hats
and horses in the television docu-
mentary series Courage in Red.

The 13-part series, premiering
Sunday on Outdoor Life Network
(8 p.m. MT), is an unprecedented
look at how these officers in red op-
erate, what they’re doing to keep Ca-
nadians safe and the dangers they
face every day.

“It was a huge journey of discovery
for myself and my team,” executive
producer Colin McKeown says. “I
didn’t realize how many jobs they
had. The breadth of their missions
is quite huge. It’s staggering what
they do.”

Each episode of Courage in Red
focuses on a different aspect of the

RCMP. Topics include the training
involved in protecting foreign digni-
taries visiting Canada, international
peacekeeping missions, emergency
response teams and the handling of
meth and ecstasy labs.

This is the first time the RCMP has
allowed such exclusive access. Mc-
Keown, who has security classifica-
tion from his days in the Navy, says
his opportunity came out of a combi-
nation of good timing and the cred-
ibility he earned from his documen-
tary series Truth Duty Valour, which
looked at Canada’s military and had
been viewed by several members of
the RCMP. In the end, the Mounties
got their man and, in return, allowed
McKeown to showcase the RCMP
without any spin or negative con-
notations.

As McKeown explains, the RCMP
has realized the importance of being
less mysterious to the public.

“The RCMP is evolving in a very
positive way and realizes it needs
to communicate (more) with Ca-
nadians and let them know how

it’s protecting them,” he says. “Five
years ago they didn’t want to do
that because they felt that would
be a breach of security and they’re
a more secretive culture. Whereas

today, they want to get that message
out.”

McKeown adds that it just seemed
like an appropriate time to make
such a series.

“Everybody knows the RCMP,
but people don’t know the RCMP,”
McKeown says. “They really don’t
understand all the tasks they have,
all the missions they have, all the
units they have across Canada and
overseas.”

Despite the unprecedented access
McKeown and his team were given,
the RCMP is still very much a covert
operation.

“Trust me, there were things we
obviously couldn’t tape, or train-
ing they wanted us not to show, but
they still need to tell Canadians what
some of the units are that they have
and how they’re protecting (Canadi-
ans). I think they’ve realized that,”
says McKeown, citing Episode 12
as just one example. Entitled Clan
Labs, it focuses on how the RCMP
are tackling the country’s meth and
ecstasy problem.

“Canada unfortunately has the glo-
rious reputation of being the biggest
producer of ecstasy in the world,”
McKeown says sardonically.

They’re working with other police
forces to try to help civilians under-
stand that there might be a clan lab
operating in the neighbourhood,
even a very good neighbourhood,
but you don’t realize it because the
lab operators are using their chil-
dren and their homes as a cover,
McKeown explains.

Filming Courage in Red was an
“eye-opening” experience for Mc-
Keown.

“I really didn’t understand how
much they were involved and in
how many things,” he says.

“They work long past their nor-
mal work hours to make sure things
happen. They’re really concerned. I
mean, how can you not be if you’re
in the RCMP because you’re exposed
to so many bad things? They have a
professionalism and dedication that,
quite frankly, I haven’t seen in too
many places.”

Meet the Mounties without the funny hats and horses
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Courage in Red’s Laurie Anne Smith
and Colin Boettcher, right, work on a
segment on the RCMP canine unit.


