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Kresge: extra-sensory perception

Star Portraits takes
on a mentalist

ALEX STRACHAN
Canwest News Service

You already know about Twilight,
The Rocky Horror Picture Show and
Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde. If you have
young "uns, you already know
about It’s the Great Pumpkin, Char-
lie Brown and Wallace & Gromit:
Curse of the Were-Rabbit.

If you're looking for something a
little more unusual and artsy this
Halloween, consider Star Portraits,
Bravo’s absorbing, often revealing
celebration of famous Canadian
faces as painted by contemporary
portrait artists.

Tonight’s subject is George Jo-
seph Kresge Jr., a.k.a. The Amaz-
ing Kreskin, a real-life mentalist
— and noted debunker of psychic
mediums — who was inspired to
become an illusionist after being
enchanted by Lee Falk’s Mandrake
the Magician comic strip as a child.

For the past several weeks, Star
Portraits has challenged three Ca-
nadian painters — a different trio
each week — to paint the same
celebrity’s portrait. The painters
meet their subject, kibitz about ev-
erything from the weather to the
Leafs to draw out their subject’s
personality and are then given two
weeks to create a portrait in oils.
Elvis Stojko, Measha Brueggergos-
man, Enrico Colantoni, George
Chuvalo, Margaret Trudeau and
Romeo Dallaire were among the
early subjects; future Star Portraits
will focus on Ashley Maclsaac, Co-
lin Mochrie, Roberta Bondar and,
next week, Alex Trebek.

Tonight is Halloween, though,
and Kreskin is an inspired choice.
Star Portraits’ host, Broadway
performer Louise Pitre, challenges
artists Catto Houghton, Stefan
Galvanek and Marie Finkelstein

0 “get at the essence of our enig-
matic guest.”

The public Kreskin is well known:
his TV show, The Amazing World
of Kreskin, was produced out of
Ottawa’s CJOH-TV in the early
’70s, and would be lampooned by
everyone from Johnny Carson to
the SCTV comedy troupe.

The private Kreskin is harder to
get a handle on. There’s a de-
lightful moment early on when
Galvanek insists that Kreskin sit
still, only to have Kreskin quip, “It
is literally impossible for me to sit
still because I'm a mobile person.”

Kreskin has thought his entire life
in terms of paintings, he reveals,
as if “I'm painting the person I'm in
the room with.”

He’s a demanding subject, in
other words, and Galvanek, Fin-
kelstein and Houghton have their
hands full.

“What is the difference between
a psychic and a mentalist?” Pitre
asks Kreskin at one point.

That’s the question, isn’tit? A
psychic can predict the outcome
of tonight’s Leafs-Habs game. A
mentalist can tell you what’s going
to go wrong, and why. No crystal
ball required. (Bravo — 6 p.m.)
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6 a.m. ((cBS) The Early Show Philip Roth;
Mika Combs; Canaan Smith. (N) 179832

9 a.m. @YSTAR) The Dr. 0z Show Charlie
Sheen; Diane Sawyer; LeAnn Rimes; Joy
Behar. 6155764

11 a.m. EO(ETAR) The Ellen DeGeneres Show
Kellie Pickler; Rick Springfield; Guy Steve
Spangler. 1348431

Midnight @3Eox) Talkshow With Spike
FerestenTrace Adkins; Mary Lynn Rajskub.
9982791

Meet the Mounties without the

SHERI LEVINE
Canwest News Service

The men and women in red;
Mounties with the funny hats; Mu-
sical Ride — just a few things com-
monly associated with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. But Ca-
nadians are about to get to know the
RCMP beyond the uniforms, hats
and horses in the television docu-
mentary series Courage in Red.

The 13-part series, premiering
Sunday on Outdoor Life Network
(8 p.m. MT), is an unprecedented
look at how these officers in red op-
erate, what they’re doing to keep Ca-
nadians safe and the dangers they
face every day.

“It was a huge journey of discovery
for myself and my team,” executive
producer Colin McKeown says. “I
didn’t realize how many jobs they
had. The breadth of their missions
is quite huge. It’s staggering what
they do.”

Each episode of Courage in Red
focuses on a different aspect of the

RCMP. Topics include the training
involved in protecting foreign digni-
taries visiting Canada, international
peacekeeping missions, emergency
response teams and the handling of
meth and ecstasy labs.

This is the first time the RCMP has
allowed such exclusive access. Mc-
Keown, who has security classifica-
tion from his days in the Navy, says
his opportunity came out of a combi-
nation of good timing and the cred-
ibility he earned from his documen-
tary series Truth Duty Valour, which
looked at Canada’s military and had
been viewed by several members of
the RCMP. In the end, the Mounties
got their man and, in return, allowed
McKeown to showcase the RCMP
without any spin or negative con-
notations.

As McKeown explains, the RCMP
has realized the importance of being
less mysterious to the public.

“The RCMP is evolving in a very
positive way and realizes it needs
to communicate (more) with Ca-
nadians and let them know how

today, they want to get that message
out.”

McKeown adds that it just seemed
like an appropriate time to make
such a series.

“Everybody knows the RCMP,
but people don’t know the RCMP,”
McKeown says. “They really don’t
understand all the tasks they have,
all the missions they have, all the
units they have across Canada and
overseas.”

Despite the unprecedented access
McKeown and his team were given,
the RCMP is still very much a covert
operation.

“Trust me, there were things we
obviously couldn’t tape, or train-
ing they wanted us not to show, but
they still need to tell Canadians what
some of the units are that they have
and how they’re protecting (Canadi-
ans). I think they’ve realized that,”
says McKeown, citing Episode 12
as just one example. Entitled Clan
Labs, it focuses on how the RCMP
are tackling the country’s meth and
ecstasy problem.

SUPPLIED
Courage in Red’s Laurie Anne Smith
and Colin Boettcher, right, work on a
segment on the RCMP canine unit.

it’s protecting them,” he says. “Five
years ago they didn’t want to do
that because they felt that would
be a breach of security and they’re
a more secretive culture. Whereas

funny hats and horses

“Canada unfortunately has the glo-
rious reputation of being the biggest
producer of ecstasy in the world,”
McKeown says sardonically.

They’re working with other police
forces to try to help civilians under-
stand that there might be a clan lab
operating in the neighbourhood,
even a very good neighbourhood,
but you don’t realize it because the
lab operators are using their chil-
dren and their homes as a cover,
McKeown explains.

Filming Courage in Red was an
“eye-opening” experience for Mc-
Keown.

“I really didn’t understand how
much they were involved and in
how many things,” he says.

“They work long past their nor-
mal work hours to make sure things
happen. They're really concerned. I
mean, how can you not be if you’re
in the RCMP because you're exposed
to so many bad things? They have a
professionalism and dedication that,
quite frankly, I haven’t seen in too
many places.”



